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Working with the Documentary Evidence

Evaluating Primary Sources
How do historians evaluate primary source documents? Historians never accept a docu-
ment at face value but evaluate it for accuracy, bias and its place in a historical context.

1 Who was the writer? What do you know about the writer from the document or
other sources?

. When was the document written? What else was happening in that time period?

. What was the purpose of the document? Who was its audience?

. How reliable is the information provided in the document?

. What evidence does the document add to your inquiry?

. What further questions does this document raise?

AN U1 B~ W DN

General Document Questions

Use these questions to guide your reading of the documents.

1. How does the speaker express attitudes toward First Nations people?

2. What terms were used for First Nations people and issues, particularly land title and
rights, education and health?

3. What are examples, if any, of social will influencing, or trying to influence
government policy makers.

4. What are the stated goals of government, church and Canadian citizens? Do the
writers reveal any hidden or underlying goals that seem to differ from their stated
intentions?

General Time Period Questions

1. What is the major political and social context of this period? How does it relate to
First Nations issues?

2. Comment on the diversity of opinions expressed. Do most people in that time
period agree with one another, or do some hold opposing views, as far as you can
tell from the documents?

3. How would you describe the level of racism expressed in this time period? How
overt is it?

4. Do you see any major shifts in public opinion about the relationship between First
Nations and other Canadians in this time period?
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1876 The “Indian Question”

Monarch: Queen Victoria

Prime Minister: John A. Macdonald

Premier: G.A. Walkem (to Jan 1876); A.C. Elliot (from Feb 1876)
Federal Ministry: Department of the Interior

In the News

July 27,1871  British Columbia joins Confederation.

April 12 1876 ~ Canada: The Indian Act becomes law.

June 251876  USA: Battle of the Little Bighorn; Custer wiped out by Sioux and Cheyenne.

August 1876 ~ Governor General Lord Dufferin visits BC; appeals for fair treatment of Indian claims.

Backgrounder

1876 was the year of the Indian Act. There had
been various laws governing Aboriginal people
since colonial times, but the act consolidated
earlier legislation into one bill covering all aspects
of First Nation’s lives across the country. However,
it made almost no mention of education, simply
commenting on the financing of schools “such as
were frequented by Indians.”

It was also the year that Canada and British
Columbia came to an agreement over how to
deal with the land issue. With virtually no treaties
made with BC First Nations, BC was different
from the rest of the provinces in how reserve
lands were administered. Since before BC joined
Confederation in 1871, the two sides had argued
over how reserve lands would be allocated. In
January 1876 they agreed to set up the Joint
Indian Reserve Commission, which would decide
on the reserves, without any consultation with First
Nations communities. This, the public believed,
would solve the “Indian Question.”

As the 1876 documents show, they were basing
their plan for reserves on a proposal made by
William Duncan, an influential religious leader
who, with members Tsimshian people, started a
“model” religious community at Metlakatla, near
present day Prince Rupert. In 1875 he travelled to
Ottawa to present his own plan for settlement of

the land question. It advocated reserving relatively
large areas for each tribal group - that is, groups
speaking the same language. That would have had
the effect of collecting everyone who spoke the
same language into one settlement.

In practice, of course, this is not what happened.
Each village or band was allocated small parcels of
their traditional territories as reserves.

Also in the newspapers of 1876 there was public
discussion as to what Aboriginal people were
capable of understanding and learning. In some
of the documents you will read some examples of
the gross ignorance and racist beliefs of the time.
However, you will also read a letter from a First
Nations point of view.

At the same time, the public was following
events in the United States, where the government
was engaged in warfare against tribes that resisted
that country’s controlling legislation. Some
Canadians were afraid there would be similar
violence in Canada if matters weren't settled.
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1876

The Indian Question.

The much vex't Indian question,which
has been so long kept in an unsettled
state (hrough the illiberality of the Pro-
vincial Government, is at last in a fair

way of settlement. This Government,
after obstinately adhering to its 5-acre
policy for a year and a-half, retarding

sattlemons, gatl nearly procigigiing alf’

the horzors of an Indian war upon the
Provinee, have yielded to the de-
mands of the Dominion Government so
far as to consent to the appointment of a
joint Commission, before whom shall be
iaid the matter in dispute for settlement.
The basis of the arrangement will be
upon a plan proposed by Mr. Duncan of
Metlakatlah, to gather each nation(mean-
ing by nation all tribes speaking the
sam uage) in - British Columbia,
and aftér full inquiry to fix asd, deter-
mine -for each nation separately the
number, extent and localiey of the re-
sorve or reserves to be allowed it.

3 The Indian Question Settled.

Yesterday the House

Colonist Jan 18, 1876, p&

unznimonsly

adopted the basis of an agreement for the
settlement of the Indian question. The
arrangement originated with Mr, Duncan
of Mctlahkatla, and was adopted by this
sud the Ottawa Governments after some
obstacles, thrown in the way of the settle-
ment by onr Government, had been
cleared - “ay at Ottawa.  Dr. Tolmis and
Mr, Smiwe, whose efforts to have the
diflienlty settled last year were sconted by
the Local Govermnent, Jdid not fail, yes=
terday,to remind the Houseof the shubby
treatment the Committee on Indian Af-
fairas received last year and fo conpgratu-

late the Government on their change of
policy. Woare gladl an undersianding
i has been como to. The settlors of the
interior have reposed on a slumbering
voleano too long.

Colonist Jan 21, 1876, p 2

SECOND_PROVINCIAL LEGIS-
LATIVE_ASSEMBLY.

FIRST SESSION.

Thursday, Jan. 21st,

Mr. Speaker took the chair at 2 p.m.

The Honourable Mr. Walkem moved,
That the correspondence between the
Dominion and Provincial Governments
on Indian affairs, be immediately taken
into consideration, and that this House
do approve of the settlement made of this
embarrassing question. In doing o he
alladed to the importance of the question
both with regard to the safety of life and
property of stilers. He ocontrasted the
aettfament of the Indian question in the
Provinee of Ontario, with that proposed
for British Columbia, and ssserted that
the two countries being so dissimilar the
arrangement applied to Ontario, conld
not possibly become the system here.
He then traced the course pursued by
the Dominion Government, pointing out
the propositions made by them and re-
fused by the local administration. He
explained the impossibility of apportion-
ing land to each Indian family separate-
ly, and slluded in terms of praise to the
able report forwarded by Mr. Duncan of
Metlacathla both to himself and to the
Minister of the Interior, stating that
owingin a great measure to that gentle-
man's valuable information the present
basis of settlement hud been arrived at.
The hon. gentleman here recited the
several clauses which are embraced in the
proposed settlement, stating that two
agents would be appouinted toact as ar-
bitrators, one paid and selected by the
Dominion Government the other by the
Local Government and & third jointly
renumerated by both parties. He believ-
ed that the basis agreed on would result
satisfactorily and whilst acting beneficial-
I{ to the Indians, would reserve for set-
tlement large tracts of valuable agricul-
tonral lands. Io conclusion he added that
the Government desired to take no credit
to itself for the settlement of this embar-
assing question bat desired every praise
to be accorded to the energy and ability
of Mr. Dancan, (Hear hear.)

Colonist Jan 21, 1876, p 3
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1876
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A REMARKABLE EXHIBITION.

Capt. MéDonald’s Band of Trained
Indians at Le Grand Armory—Amn
Hour of Difficult Evolutions and
Manceuvres--The Braves Display
Great Precision, Ease and Rapid-
ity—A Large Attendance of Visit=
ors, and all Delighted.

A private exhibition of Capt, C. E, B. McDonald's
band of trained Indisns (or, rather, that portion of
them hailing from Britieh Columbia,) was given in
Lo Grand Armory last evening, before s large num-
ber of ladles and gentlemen, including many mill-
tary men, leading citizens, and members of the
Press, This was the first appearance of the Indlans
before an audience, and was designed by Copt. Mc-
Donald to show the progress they have already made
in study and exercise, those exhibiting having been
in training but a little over two months,

WHO THEY ARE,

The Indians whe were drilled last night were the
following :

« Jake,” a ropresentative of tho Indian nations ex.
tending ever and occmpying the northern part of
Oregon, snd the southern portion of Washington
Territory.

« Joe,” a representative of the Indians inhabiting
the northwestern coast of Vancouver’s Island,

s Archio,” a representative of the tribes around
«Nootkah.” This place is rendered of historical in-
torest us belng the spot where Captain Cook landed
on his first voysge of discovery to the Northern
Qoast of America.

« Obarley,” a representative of the various tribes
inhabiting Queen Oharlotte’s Island and the islands
adjscent to Alasks. .

wModoo Oharley,” one of the Modoo tribe of

Indians.
«Bll1,” s representative of the tribes inhabiting
southern of Alaska Territory,
«John,” s representative of the tribe called the
wBimsheins,” inhabiting the greater part of the
northwestern portion of British Columbia, These
were formerly one of the most powerful nations of
the Northwes$, numbering at one time over 10,000

" » and «Willlam,” representatives of the
«Nees” tribe of Indians inhabiting the country adjs-
oent to and bordering on Alaska Territory.

Besldes those, there are four more, representicg
the tribes of the Pawnee, Camanche, Bious and the
Blackfeet, who, having been here but two weeks,
were not suficintly advanced to appear in this ox.
hibition.

THE EXHIBITION.

At about eight o'clock, Oaptain McDonald entered
the hall, followed by the Indiaps, marohing in
double file, and at once the drill was begun, contin-
uing for about an hour. The Indians were put
throagh all the evolutions of Captaln McDonald’s
drill, which have been made familiar to eur oitizens
by the Ban Francisco Csdets.

A GREAT BUCOESS.

Many of the situations and groupings were very
pleturesque, while the ease and rapidity with which
the natives of the forest handled their pleces, exe-
cuting the most dificult manceuvres and combina-
with almost the precision of clock-work,
elicited hearty and well-merited applause from the

spectators.

The band 18 composed of lithe, active young men,
representing various tribes of our Northern snd
Western frontier. The detachment exhibiting last

consists of representatives of those tribes
inhabiting portions of Oregon, Washington Terri-
tory, Vancouver and Queen Oharlotte’s Island,
Hritish Columbis and Alasks, and were selected ex-
ml: for Osptain McDonald by Colonel Powell,
Agent for the British Gpwrnmtnt, reslding

The Occidentals

|
i

A/ . When brought to this city, some three
since, they were totally undisciplined in the
of arms and ignorant of the English language.
bave beenm drilled entirely by rule, executing
their movements simply by the blow of & whistle.
{r dress is showy, but neat and plcturesque, par-
g of the Indlan characteristic. Csptain Mc-
Donald’s success in thus accomplishing a task that
has been heretofore proneunced by military oritics
and Indian Agents an impossible one, stamps him as
o remarkable man.

The Osptain says that if given charge of an Indian
Reservation, he could make the Indians thereon
egual in the manusl of arms 0 any regiment.

THE OBJECT,

n McDonald holds that the same system
which has brought to such perfection this handful
of Indiams, can be carried out on s more extended
soale, and that large bodies may be trained to move
a8 one man, He rogards the subject as one of great

Tl

:whl-. worthy the attention of the Government |
people, He intends to go on and perfect them |’

in the 1, and to exhibit them in the Eastern and
Western citles, so as to bring the matter to the im-
mediate atténtion of military and civic officials and

of the people at large, We understand the Captain

will also. t #=2m at Philadelphia, to represent
California at the coming Oentennial, when this
spark from the West will doubtless kindle & flame
of enthusissm among our Eastern brethren,

A DENEFIT SVOOESTED,

Bome of our prominent oitizens are desirous that

& benefit should be tendered to the novel organiza-
tion, and a time will no doubt soon be named. The
publio will then have an opportunity of witnessing
the remarkable proficiency of these red men in the
solence of arms.

DA B B SRR

Daily Alta California, San Francisco,
Dec 19, 1874, pl

Victoria 1876

Tae ‘“‘OccipextaLs.”—Capt.. McDon-
ald's company of braves are called the
.Qccidentals. They are training at Red-
wood City a few miles from San Frapcis-
co. The editor of the locul paper recent-
ly visited their cawp, and says -this of
them: ‘‘The company represeats nine
ditferent tribes, being composed of four
squaws and five men. All of them are the
best specimens of the children of the for-
est. Capt. McDonald put them through
a series of manceuvres in the Lightning
Drill, which they executed so rapidaiy at
the tap of a drum that the eye could
scarcely follow them; so beantiful and
stirring in their effect and picturesque
positions that we were taken by surprise.
The Indians were drilled in marching,
wheeling, bayonet exercise, skirmishing,
receiviog cavalry, rolling and manunal of
arms. The men and women throughout
the exercise acted like automatons and
gave the highest satisfaction for the pre-
cision and ready execution of their move-
ments. After the drill Capt. McDonald
pat tle Indians through sixteen different
pyramids, forming the most picturesque
positions with the agility of -old profes-
sional acrobats. After the pyramids the
Iodisns went through an Iodian war
dance, which both squaws and men exe-
euted in tbeir savage-like manner. After
the war dance came the Indian Feast of
Fire, whioh conaists of eating fire, drink-
ing burning paptha, devouring burning
torches, breathing smoke and fire, snd
palling long poles from their mouths.
'T'was one of the most startling perform-
ances we ever witnessed. When the fire
feast was over the Indians took their
places and executed a grand ribbon dance,
pullivg & number of yards of different.
colored ribbons from eaoh other's mouths
during the dance. There seemed to be no
end to the quantity of ribbons they took
from their mouths, and where it all came
from we cannot surmise.” Their costumes
are among tho most gorgeous that have
ever been seen on any stage. Capt. Me-
Donald has spared no expense to make
his company of Indians the shining stars
of the world. and he deserves credit for
having succeeded so well in 8o short a
time with such new and raw material. We
were fairly charmed with the precision of
all their motions, their strict attention
and their clock-like movements. The
performance lasted over two hours.”

Colonist Jan 19, 1876 pR
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1876

Eprror Coroxist:—His Excellency
Lieut.-Governor Trutch in a letter on
Indian Affairs makes the following re
marks: “In iy 20 years' experience
among the aborigines of this coast I
bave not met with a single Indian of
pure blood whom I cousider to bave
attained to even the most glimmering
perception of theCreed.” Dr.Tolmie,
in his speech on the Indian question,
coufirms the preceding statement by
declaring that in a still wider inter-
course of 42 years his experience hus
been to the same effect.

These are grave statements,opposed

welght, owing to the quarter from
which they ewanate, and I would not
attempt to throw the least doubt upon
the veracity of their authors. But
while their experience may besuch as
they allege, the inference erroneous
and wider than the facts would Justify,
is fairly implied and might be readily
drawn, that there are no Indiaus on
this coast believiig and preaching the
doctrines of Christianity.

The results of missionary efforts
have been in many cases greatly exag=
gerated, buat they have quite as often
been unduly depreciated,and I cannot
but think that the observations of His
Excellency and Dr, Tolmie are excep-
tional in their character. Cowing as
they do from such sources statements
of this nature suusgest the broader
construction that their experience is
the experience of all.

Thut it correctly represents the
gpirituul condition of the Indianps, I
have the best reasons in the world for
doubting. With a much briefer ac-
quaintance with our aboriginal bro-
thers, I have on several oceasions met
with pure Indians who were at the
same time consistent Christians and
eloquent expounders of Gospel Truth.
Such an experience on my part does
not at all invalidate a contrary exper
ience on the part of others. Itought,
however, to modify the conclysions we
draw; it shows what different facts
may present themselves to diffirent
minds in the same field of observation,
and how carefully the public ought to
be on their guard against sweeping
Lassertions founded on an incomplete
'arra'y of facts.

Whatever bas been done for the
moral and intellectual elevation of the
Indian has been done mainly through
the self-sacrificing zeal of 1aissionar-
ies, and to them the credit is chiefly
due and not to any Governmental aid
however generous. That in some
coses the efforts made have yieldel"
abundant fruit is matter of observation
and congratulation, that in others the
results have been meagre indeed is a
source of deep regret, but considering
the waut of means, helpers and other
conditions of success, not at all won-

erful.

to the general experience, yet earrying
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A discerning public will have no
difficulty in deciding for itself what 18

the Indians as regards Christianity. In
the estimate of any enterprise two
tendencies may be noticed, that of ex-
cessive laudation or of equally exces-
sive depreciation. The partizans of
each view range themselves at the op-

osite poles of thought, thundering
Ba.cl: the eternal *‘No” to the equally
thunderous eternal ‘‘Yes!” Ozcupying
the middle grouund, I think the proper
sumwing up of the case is as follows:
Missionary work has been neither -as
successful nor aboriive as extremaists
would make it out to be.

In conclusion I bave to say that an
experience of 20 or 40 yeurs may or
may not be worthy of our assent ao
cording as it bas or bas not been the

"| of an ‘ipse dixit.’

But if it be the de- |
liberatw statement of a man, whose

the true condition of affairs among | investigation has been thorough and

his information large, who has goue
below the snrface of thivgs, who has
put himself in ciose coutact with his
subject, avd who bas not by hearsay,
but by persoual inquiry, satistied him-
self us to the acquaintance of the In-
dians with the articles of Christian.
belief, then the experience of such
man wust carry ths greatest weight.
Whether this weight should be ac-
corded to tbe statements at the open-
ing of this letter, and whether the
therein recorded experience is not
overborne by other experiences of a
totally different character, I leave 1o
the public to judge.

CIVILIZATION.

Colonist Jan 23, 1876, p3

P i T R e e -

result of careful observation.
wmerely au opivion grounded on no
special examination and recording the
impression derived from nere surface-
coutaect, it hus no value beyond that
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Ovur InpiaNs AND CHRISTIANITY.—The
remark of Lient. Governor Trutch re-
ferred to by our correspondent “*Cirili-
gation,” in' his letter under the above
heading ifour issue of the 23rd instant,
is extracted from a passage in a dispatoh
addressed by His Horour to the Secretary
of State for the Provinces on the 26th
September, 1871, which has been pub-
lished among the *‘papers connected with
the Indian Land Question” recently laid
before the House of Assembly. The full
text of that passage is as follows: ‘8,
The strongest motives of dutyand interest
combine to press upon the government,
as upon each honest individual member
of our community, the urgency of our
striving by every means in our power to
advance the material and moral condition
of our Indian population. By such in-
fluence may we hope soto change their
habit of mind that in a following gener-
ation they may become susceptible of ap-
preciating the traths of revealed religion;
although, and I state it most regretfully,
in my twenty years experiance among the
sborigines of this coast I have not yet
met with a single Indian of pure blood,
whom I consider to haveattained toeven
the most. glimmering perception of the
Christian creed. In factthe idiosyncracy
of the Indians of this country appears to
incapacitat~ them from aprroeiating sny
abatract idea, nor do their languages con-
tain words by which such a conception
oould be expressed.”

- \‘.

Froum THE Sounn.—The steamer North
Pacific arrived at 3 p. m. yesterday from
Puget Sonnd with a small mail,17 tons of
freight, six head cattle and the following
passengers: Messis. Jobhn Nation, Isaac
Springer, A. Scott, T. Osgood, 'T. MeCaf-
ferty, D. Watts, Lewi~ and wife, Burk,
Warren, Nicholson, Gray, Campbell,
Sykes, Wilson, Sweeney, Tibbals, 13 In-
dians and 5 Chinamen.
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1876

1 lhe Indians.

"| large numbers on reserves,

8

The Ludian Question,
Epiro Conoxist: — Having read by
chance the papers on the Indian question
I came to the conclusion that everyone
therein concernod must sincerely desive

to see that question, on which depends-

the peace, tranquility and, in a great
maasure, the proaperity of this Province,
ultimately and promptly rettled. Allow
me to make some remarks on this im-
portant question. Will the last arrange-
ment proposed and accepted by the Do-
minion and Loeal Governments, both of
whom no doubt have at heart the solu-
tion of this grave and difficnlt problem,
Liave, as its result, a cordial and darable
anderstanding between the honorable
Comuwmissioners and the Indians of this
Provinee? 1 would wish to give an af-
firmative anawer, for in theory and on
paper, nothing appears more easy and
advantageous than to locate the Indians
on general reserves. This systum seems
to be simple and clear; it would at least,
have the advantage of saving the agents
and missionaries journeys, whioh in bad
weather are far from being agreeable,
and of affording, in a certain sense, more
facilities for civilizing and instructiog
Buat ia this system, so ap-
parently simple and clear, practicable ?
And will it satisfy the Indians? This is
the question. Mr. Dancan does not
seon to have entire confldence in this
system proposed by himself; he admits
l[vmt it might result in serious evils if
actad npon with too muoch precipitation.
In an affair of such great importance to
the futuro peace and prosperity of the
Province it is, above all, necessary to be
guided by principles suggested by a true
and impnartial consideration of the gues-
tion. To aot with frankness and loyalty
is, in my opinion, the best means to come
to a lasting and cordial understanding.
Fearing that I might be misunderstood
I beg to state that I nm not opposed in
practice to the natious speaking the same
languago being located on one or several
reserves. For more than thirty years
duriog which the Catholic missionaries
liave been laboring in this wild country,
they have leurned by experience the
asmounnt of labor aud suffering it has cost

'| them to run after the wandering Indiaae,
‘| consequently it would be rendering them

a great service to locate the Indians in
Bat, I ask

once more, is it practicable? This sys-

tem, so far from wsatisfying the Indians |,

this Province, would it not rather

‘['make themy more dissontented than here-
"l tofore? Some say the system of tribal
| reserves is a mistake and fraught with

bad consequences, Others maintain and

endeavor to prove that tribal reserves ic |,

by far the best way to settle the Indian
difficalty. It is certain that the system
of tribal reserves has been recommended
by the Imperial Governmeut and adopt-
ed by Sir James Douglas, who is bettar
scquainted with  Indian  character
than many others No doubt tribal re-

. | serves may bave inconveniences, but who

[ ————

‘| liberty .. I. take .
' afe_wyliaad,iﬁuel’m:-

2 what I have n
ernor and others in your "
.|, per concerning the Indians.

LG Frpg .
raised in

iotoria and tatght’

rd ! ~
Jars hoage done, 2o

—

L

what they went to church for.

regular,
{leiva in God, which I do,
other Indisn who attend

Does his Esxcellan
Tolme know more of

Sunday by a Borrowi
Borrowing:Church, to_

I haye been taught to beleive
religion than I do.

s

‘move than I, or

will be able to prove tiat the national
reserve eystem will not have far greater
difficulties? This the honorable Com-
missioners will soon have an opportuni-
ty of finding out. For my part, after
more than twenty years experience and
knowledge of the Indian character and
their castoms, I have no hesitation in
stating that, with few exceptions, the
national reserve system will be ultimate-
ly found ether impractioable., To
force the Ivflians to quit their villages
aguinst theifwill waiild not only be un-
just but impolitic to the last degree. It
would be imprudently exposing the
country to all the horrors of war, lately
experienced by our American neighbors
for the very same thing, namely, for hay-
ing endeavored to force the Indians on
general reserves. Mr. Dunecan, no doubt
i8 not aware of what has happened to cur
next-door neighbors, if he were, or had
witnessed it, his natural good sense and
kind feelings would compel him not to
oven think of, much less propose, a u{s‘
tem that could lead to the samo awful
consequences, A Catdovrlc Prrust.

_©
=
ag_'i '
i
iy
] EI‘

my ridé stid obdy the Quesn which I
ne, _aqd?q;y Igve for

3 1C 85500 [
ST Pelf veby sdiry whin I vasd “an
tickle publighed in ¥dur paper b
Indian Christainiy, writen by His BEx
hqq)y The Governer, and using Dootbr
Tolme for anthority. His Excellansy

2 ke Indians _ignorent
worship; and tb::r:ﬂey did:

" In reply I will state while I lived Jon
Viatoria I attended church and schdol
I went fo worship and be-
“ev
i e'tu:{
beleives the same, and taught to wpr-
ship and beleive ~in God by good
Christainsble, Honest Teaghers. :

and "Docter
0& than I,—
M.-—-—M&ﬂ . el B i
1<% I am.aware that his Egdellangy : is
compelled to be taught Sunday after
H.a Biu_bop, q a
leive in same
kind of & God. If his Excellancyi is
taught to beleive in the sime “God a&i

in. ap
worstip, then he knows no mors about
I firmly beleive
that his Excellancy cannot define what
Grod is, or wdhst cr:;tedh(}od; _'i.fk hiu]
Exoellancy does, then he  will -know
taught me. Can his tutor, that Bor-

wing Bishop of a Borrowing Church,
| Buow any Bgbt upoa, This, question ?

98T ‘02 uep 1sTU0[0D

o,

who

His Exceliancy referred in higletter

to be a church member of good stand-
ing, no doubt he may be jderd a
good churoh member by many, but

by me. * * *
I am sorry for is that his Excelldnoy
had not another authority like Ddotor
Talme, then there would have bepn a
‘Crinity of hid* Excellancy’s Chrigtain
make up. A Trinity of that kind
would be more easy to understand:-by
his Excellancy than the Trinity that
the Scriptures make mention of. The

ldtter Trinity I was taught by that good
Obristain Minister Mr. P » [Pol-
lard.]

" There is several Indians, that have
been born and raised in Victoria, who
have recsived a good educatien. What
{ I am supprised at is not why they did
{not muswer the (hovernora: Jlatter.
Probly the Educated Indians had not
gpirit enough toreply. Or else the
love for the downtradden race the

sprung from has long since fade

‘away, and sheer pappyism hag’staken
deep root i their littleness. ’

o

their is a movement on oot to dispo-
sess the Indiade of their land, and
move them farther away. = =

I would like to ask why a stranger
in the Country the same as his Exoel-
lancy is who h=xs not bomefited the
Whites or Indians, would sanction
such a movement. Dogs hia Excpllan-

remaining tribes in the fond he af
exterminateing them? No doats he
does, in all probilities his love for the
Red man is oppression, taugbt him
by Doctor Tolme and that Borrowing
Bishop of a Borrowiog Charch. '

}i.:1 am a member of Captain. MeDon-
alds Trained Indisns, and Iintend Lo

visit England next July and will per-

T have -joined Oaptain -MeDo
Band, I have seen some of the world;
and learned to speak my mind to all
¢ | men both high and low, and I look
‘upon his Excellancy ‘1o “'bétter 'tian
what I am—oxrno worse.. ... |.. .
Mr. Higgins I have now conelyded
my letter and hope that youn will give
it room in your valuable paper, if you
see.anything libel on Docter Tolme,
you ean alter it some. This is my
own composition, and-I sish.to show
all'of my friends that T hs
‘gotten them although so
-{ also my Christain
_flimproved in my studies since I" h
: ¥been with Captain McDonald. | Plaase

d ve copysof the ¢ , * also
th nﬁtfﬁﬂfﬂpnm this

-,

T @ S e

ar | away,
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to one Dootor Tolme who is supposed,

* The only thm

Ialso read anqther Article, that)

oy wish to create a war with ‘the few |

i ‘before his Superior’s “the- Queen:
ﬂmnd, and may have-the - honor
. | of makeing mention of his Excellancy’s |

. | name to the Queen Personally. Since
3 l!ésu'ni-ld‘a'

inot for-
tiends how I ha
nds how I a‘} ]

I rﬁlﬂn Belpntf—ul? Yot;l'l,g.i 1 '-(‘
o Joux B,
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1887-1889 Introducing Industrial Schools

Monarch: Queen Victoria

Prime Minister: Sir John A. MacDonald
Premier: A. E. Davie

Federal Ministry: Department of the Interior

In the News

1885 Northwest Rebellions lead by Louis Riel in Saskatchewan.

1887 May First transcontinental train arrives in Vancouver.

1887 August 800 Tsimshian people move with William Duncan from Metlakatla BC to New
Metlakatla, Alaska.

1887 Commission of Enquiry into the Condition of the Indians of the Northwest Coast.

1887 Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show tours England to celebrate Queen Victoria's Golden
Jubilee, 50 years as Queen.

1888 St. Catherine’s Milling Case - Privy Council recognizes Indian rights to land.

Backgrounder

In the 1880s the federal government’s grip on the
lives of First Nations people was tightening. British
Columbia was divided into separate districts called
Agencies, and Indian agents were hired to oversee
First Nations communities in each of the districts.
Indian Reserves were surveyed and assigned to
individual bands, with little or no consultation with
the First Nations people themselves.

In Ottawa John A. Macdonald was not only the
Prime Minister (sometimes called Premier at that
time), he was also the Superintendent of Indian
Affairs, so he played a direct role in formulating
the foundations of the Indian Affairs bureaucracy.

In some First Nations communities in BC, church
missionaries ran schools as part of their mission
work. Many people were converted to the religion
of their resident missionary. Some became closely
bonded to the Roman Catholic denomination,
while others associated with one of the Protestant
churches: Anglican, Methodist or Presbyterian.

As the Canadian parliament approved the
budget for building schools in British Columbia,
there was a discussion of whether they would
be secular (also referred to as non-sectarian) or
operated by the churches.

First Nations students could attend one of three
types of schools. Day Schools were located in a
reserve community, and children lived at home.
Boarding schools were institutions in or near the
local community, where students lived, but may
have attended the local day school.

The main type of school discussed in these
documents is the Industrial School. This was a large
institution were students lived and studied, often
a distance away from home communities. The
original intention was to teach practical skills, but
they developed into what we think of as residential
schools, although that term was not used until
1920.

Indian Residential Schools & Reconciliation 11/12 « Book 2
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R S
INDIAN AFFAIRS.

On the item in the estimates of J78,-
425 for the Indians of this provinee in
reply to Sir Richard  Cartwright, the
premier saud that last year there were ne
mdustrial schools, as the government was
only comnmencing the system in DBritish |
Columbin and asks a vote of 17,250, Sir!
John said that there are two industrial |
schools to be established,  The t

Indhians |
of Briush Columbia are of quite a0 ditfer-
ent race from those in the Northwest o
in the east, There s o good dead of Mon-
gol blood in themn and they are more me
dustrious and sclf-velizmt than the hadians |
further east; they work in the mines
on the railways, and are a hard-working
people.  They do not ask for anything
but  schools,  and  espeeindly  industrial
schools, forseme time, T'he gevernment
think it well to establish one andostrial
school on the sl of Vancouver el |
another on the weanland, wfter the fashion
of the mdustrial schools whieh have heen
in successful operation for the last two or
three years i the Nosthwest,  He bee
iu\'ml, and in et wias sure, that this -
periment. will be a very suecessful one,
because they are a fine people with a
promising  future  before  them if ther
education 15 promoted. The oue will
cost 32,500 and will aceommaodate twenty-
five pupils at a cost of S130 cach per
annum.  On the nsunland there will be
two schools; the bmldings will cost 25000
and the cost of teaching  twenty-hive

pupils there will be 33,000, e fancied
the Indians tanght i the schools could
be safely  allowed  to join their

tribes.  They would be sceular.

151U0|0D Ysiiig

£881

, i
| INDIAN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.
| To Tue Eprtor :—It appears t, be the
mtention of the Canadian government to
establish at present three or four “‘indus-
trial” schools in British Columbia. These
| establishments ought to be exclusively
under govermnent control.  The teachers
| government ofticers. Sectarian prosoby-
| tisers should be rigidly excluded.

There are about four thousand abori-
gines living upon the west coast of Van-
couver Island. These Indians are hale,
robust, active and intelligent fellows.
Although not yet well trained, they have
improved of late years considerably, and
have been, and are, employed by white
men in carrying on the seal hl.mtin% and
other tisheries. They are bold and brave
upon the stormy ocean; expert at the
management of canoes and boats, in which
they may be said to be brought up and
e{lucatel.{

Indians are producers, and therefore of
%:;.at benefit and value to the country.

ere they ' educated industrially they
would become still more so, for they have
plenty muscular power whi¢ch would be
more and more made use of. Our Indian
population has been, and is still, grossly
undervalued. They are very great factors
in the commerce and industries of the
country, and might be made greater still
with much advantage to themselves and
the state.

It is to be regretted that in days goue
bye the government either of Canada or
the province did not undertake the educa-
tion of the aborigines, and not devote
their attention almost exclusively to the

8881 9 |ldy 1s1U0j0D Ysilg

[ 1nes occupy & dozen separate villages, but
there are two much larger than the others,
| viz: one near Woody Point and the other
| #bout Nootka Sound.  Probably Nootka
i Sound would be a very suitable place for
the school, as there will be found an ex-
cellent harbor, and what is rare on this
const, some acres of land fit for cultiva-
tion.  Of course all materials abound for
boat building whether large or small,
and many fishing industries capable of
vreater development These Indians have
beon too long neglected—but it is never
too late to mend. Let a governnent
school be erected among them, and if the
teachers be earnest and politic in their
work, Indians and their mlongingu wiil
be attracted to it, and in process of time
become a large settlement—but it must
be exclusively under government super-
vision, The province has had experience
envugh to prove the danger of allowing
Indians w%« massed together for the ad-
vantage of private individuals—or rather
the employees who have betrayed their
trust, not.only to their employers but also
to the country. With regard to other
Indians —our fellow subjects—how ia it
that their children do not attemd our
public schools ! There is a screw loose
somewhere, All are, | believe, entitled
to be educated under the provincial law,
and yet the funds and teachers are only
devoted to white children. Burely by
education the Indians ought be made as
profitable to the state as whites, and pos-
sibly more permanenbly so. This letter is
already too long, so in conclusion let it
be hoped that the goverument snd the
people will soon awaken to the fact that
the Indians are, and may be made of more
profit and advantage to the state. ;
J. 8. HELMCKEN,

Indian Residential Schools & Reconciliation 11/12 « Book 2
First Nations Education Steering Committee / First Nations Schools Association




-

L’

.

-

1887-1889

3 Indian Agent Letter, Cowichan Agency
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DIA School Files c-8777 file 885-1 part 1 p 122-123

Transcription:
Quamichan 21st Aug 1888
My Dear Sir,

I am just informed by Indians returning from
the Fraser that a petition has been signed there
by about 80 Indians and sent to Ottawa seeking
that the Industrial School should be built and
placed under the charge of the Roman Catholic
Mission at Cowichan.

Indian Tom and some others refused to sign
and that a Mr. Bewlie or Buie manager of one
of the canneries got his Indians and the others
to sign telling them that a petition had been
forwarded by me asking that the school should
be placed under a Protestant Church.

All this occurred after a visit to the canneries
from Father Douchele.

I think it right to let you know this privately
as I am sure the majority (were it not for
priestly influence) would have more confidence
in a non-sectarian school established by the
Government. “Somenos Tom” says that this was
signed by many who had not any proper idea of
what they were signing. Now Tom is a staunch
Roman Catholic but he says that they have had
schools here for twenty five years and there is
not an Indian who can read or write properly,
and all their best scholars are now the worst
Indians, so he would like the Government to try
a school not under any priest.

Believe me Dear Sir
Yours very truly,
W. H. Lomas

Indian Residential Schools & Reconciliation 11/12 « Book 2
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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS FOR INDIANS

—

Four Schoola tu be Estabilished In Beltish Col-
umbin—Kuper Island, Metlakahtla,
Kamloops wnd Kootenay.

AL the last session of the federal par-
linment o vote of money was made for che
establishment of three industris]l schuols
for tho provinee of British Columbia, to
ba used in the instruction of the Indian
population in tho pesceful arts. O these
threo oneis to be located on Vancouver
laland, the other two on the mainland—
one at Kumloops, the other at Mutlukah-
tla.  Since the close of tho session it hns
been decided to establish o similar school
in Kootenay district.  The appropriation
for the tivst three is 5,760 ench, $2,600
to be spent on buildings, and the balance
for the maintenunce of a school of twenty-
five pupils at an estinated annunl cost of
$130 per head. For the Kootenay school
a larger sum, 28,600, was appropriated,
owing to the isolation of ita location on
St. Mary's reserve, 84,600 buildings and
54,000 for the maintenanee and tuition of
thirty pupils. Dr. Powell, superintend-
ent of Indian affairs for this province, hus
already selected the sites for the schools,
subject to the approval of the department.

Kuper Island, off Chemainus, has boen
chosen for the Island school, and is very
favorable. The sito is un Telegraph Har-
bor, facing Chemainus, with a consider-
able area of agricultural land adjacent,
plenty of timber, well sheitered and with
a bountiful water supply. On the north-
ern end of the island is a village contain-
ing about 307 Ponelakut Indmns,  The

-| Chemuinus Indians are at the mwouth of
.| the river, it is u shoot distanes  from the

Cowichian aud  Oyster Bay  Indians and
within easy rench of Nannimu,  Nineteen
hundred Indinns are within a cadius of
fifty miles from the echool.

At Metlukahitls, the old school house is
bemny refitted for the purposes of an in-
dustrial schovl, and Agent Todd at the
presunt time has & number of men at
work., The site at Metlukahtla has be
eoine famous, and there can be no  ques-
tiun that its central location is very favor-
uble for the success of the schonl,  The
Iudinne of the Nans, Skeana and those in

|its immediate vicinity are within wasy

reach of Motlakahtla.

The site fur the school for the Kam-
loops Indians is situated on the reserve,
opposite the town, two miles from the
motith ol Lhe Norkh Thumpson  river.
This location is  also central, being con-
venient for the North and South Thomp-
son Indians in the Okanagon district,
ata,

The site for the Kootenay school pos-
seases shnilar advantages in point of con-
venience and location, on St. Mary's re-
serve, which abounds in good agricultural
land, and plenty of water for irrigation
purposes,

The sducational system to be followed
has not as yet been outlined, but it is
presumed that it will eonsist of the ordin-
ary English branches, agriculture, and
instruction in two or more trades,

The school building is divided into two
wings, and on & similar plan  to that of
the Woshacade Home and Industrial
School at Elkhorn, in the Northwest
Territories. 'The boys will cccupy une
wing, the girls another. Every provision
is made for their comfort and convenience,
and for the housing of their instructurs,

e e

British Colonist August 21, 1888

Indian Residential Schools & Reconciliation 11/12 « Book 2
First Nations Education Steering Committee / First Nations Schools Association

11



12

T T

e ® o TR O3

1887-1889

THE INDIANS,

The Aunual Report of the Department
of Indian Affairs for the year ending 3lat
Dacembor, 1888, gives the patient reader
much informazion relative to the Indian
population of Canada. We find from it
that the number of Indians in all the
Provivncos and Territories is estimated at
39,004, This comparatively small num-
bor of aboriginal inhabitants is scattered
over n wide extent of territory. There
are in—

British Columbia. ....iicvviaraniinsenes 17,022
Sorthwest Territories 2340
Untario.... .... 16,0903
Quebec........., 6,741
New Brunswick 1,564
NovaBeolla...........c.iviiiiiiiiinnnans 2,145
I'rince Edward Ialand.................... 319

Total. . ciiisicaianenann i 0,554

The condition of by far tho greater
number of the Iudinus is exceedingly
backward, But the progress made by
some of the tribes, both in the East and
the West, show that the Indisn is improv-
able, and there are indications that, if
the proper means are used, he will not,
as somo hastily conclude, be in time
civilized off the face of the earth,
Some of the Indwn communities in
the East have attained a fair de-
vree  of civilization. In the words

of the report: “Indications are not want- |

ing of nearer approach tu that condition
which, when reached, will mergo them in
the goneral populution of the couutry,
breaking asundoer the very slight barriers
which now separate meny of themm from
the rest of the community.” They culti-
vate the land, they build houses, they
own cattle, thoy have learned handicraft
trades, and many of them are fairly well
educated, The object of those who have
andertaken to vlevate the Indian is to
change his socinl condition and bring it as
near as possible to the white man's stand-
ard. If they can dissolve the tribal bond
and abolish the practises of which it is the
origin, they think that they will do much
to bring the Indians within the pale of
civilization. In order to do this they are
cultivating in him a love of property.
lhoy wish to make him feel a pride in the
possession of land. For this purpose,
both w Canada and the United States,
they are trying to do away with the policy
of settling Indians on reserves which be-

long to the wholoe  community
but to which the individual has
no  ¢laim. They are encouragirg

—— - -

Jof eivilization,

no  claim.  They are encouragirg
the Indian to become the sele owner of
the plot of land he cultivates and on which
e has built his dwelling.  And Indians
are, in several places, beginuing to see
the advantage of possessing land in sever-
alty. This desire, it is hoped, will spread
and be one of the principal influences to
induceo them to abandon a wild and wan-
dering life and to adopt the ideas and the
practices of civilized men,

But the civilizing agent which the
friends of the Indinn principally depend

upon is the education of the young, The

Commissioner says:

“It is submitted and earnestly pressed
that the most essential lever for the ele-
vation of the race would be the adeption
of a vigorous policy of imparting to the

.| young a thorough, practical knowledge of

mechanical arts and of agriculture, as
well as of other employments, including
systematic method of  ordering and man-
aging their domestic affairs—in short, a
complete training in industries and domes-
tic economy."

There is no question that if the Indian
is civilizable this is the most eflective way
of civilizing him. If he is taken young
and taught to appreciate the advantages
the chances are that he
will  be much the superior of his

brother who remains uneducated, and that

;| he will be the means of elevating in some
+| degres thoso of his race with whom he

comes in contact. We nre glad to see thay
the education to bo extended to the
Indians is to be of the right sort. It isto
be a  practical education. The pesition
which the pupil is to occupy after he
leaves school is to be kept continually in
sight.  He is to be taught to work with
hie hands so that when ho is sent inso the
world ho will be able to earn his bread by
engaging in some useful and steady occu-
pation.  We see, too, that whilo he is
sorving his apprenticeship to civilization
the Indian educationists think that the
pupil should be separated as much ns
possible from old and degrading associa-
tions.  They prefer boarding schools to
dny schools, They want to have the

.| child all to themselves for a few yoars,

This sovms to be wise, but whethoer it is
practicable or not we are not in a position
to docide.

British Colonist Feb 22, 1889
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1906-1910 THE BRYCE REPORT
Monarch: Edward VI

Prime Minister: Sir Wilfred Laurier

Premier: Richard McBride

Federal Ministry: Department of the Interior

In the News

1906 Delegation of BC Chiefs travel to England to meet with King Edward
to discuss the Indian Land Question.

Mar 24 1906  “Census of the British Empire” shows England rules 1/5 of the world .

1907 Nisga'a form Nisga'a Land Committee.

Feb 131907  English suffragettes storm British Parliament and 60 women are ar-
rested.

Apr 19,1907  11th Boston Marathon won by Aboriginal athlete Tom Longboat of
Canada.

1908 BC government decides to make no more reserve allocations.

1909 The group “Interior Tribes of British Columbia” is formed.

1910 BC refuses to submit question of Aboriginal Title in BC to British Privy
Council.

BACKGROUNDER

Tuberculosis is a highly contagious disease,
caused by bacteria that infects any organ, but
most commonly affects the lungs. Today we have
modern antibiotics to treat the disease, but in 1907
diet, rest, sunlight and fresh air were the main
treatments.

TB, also known as consumption, was at
epidemic levels among Aboriginal communities
in the early twentieth century. With hundreds of
children living so close together in dormitories, it
is no wonder that the Industrial Schools, and later
the Residential Schools, were breeding grounds for
spreading the disease.

In 1907, Dr. Peter Bryce, the Chief Medical Officer
for the Department of Indian Affairs conducted
a study of the health of students in Industrial
Schools in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.

He found extremely high rates of death from
tuberculosis in the schools. His findings were
shocking, and his report received publicity across
the country. Duncan Campbell Scott and the

Department of Indian Affairs did very little to
address the problem.

Bryce continued to push the government to
recognize the problem. He conducted another
study and report in 1909. This report was
circulated to medical, school and church officials
for comment. However, there was minimal action
taken. You will read part of Scott’s response in the
documents.

Bryce continued to criticise the department
and ultimately he was removed from his position.
In 1922, after years of inaction and no change
in the death rates, he published The Story of a
National Crime: An Appeal for Justice to the Indians
of Canada to bring awareness to the issue.

Indian Residential Schools & Reconciliation 11/12 « Book 2
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Local News

Mr. Burdis Recovering.—W. D. Bur-
dis, secretary of the Fraser River Can-
ners' Assoclation, who had the misfor-
tune to break hls ankle three weeks
ago, is still confined to the assoclation
rooms In Vancouver, but s gradually
i-lectl:;verlng strength | in the injured

mb.

Noted Baseball Team.—The noted
Sioux Indian baseball team will visit
British  Columbia shortly If arrange-
ments at present going forward are
successful, After the Winnipeg fair
the Sioux started west, and should
arrive In the province late in the pres-
ent montn. In the eight years of its
existence the Sioux nlne has played
1568 games, winning 1263 and losing
3304, .

Daily Colonist August 9, 1906

Trouble With Indian Girl—An Indlan
girl who did.not wish to attend school
gave Provinciul Conytable Cassidy con-
siderable .trouble at. Ladysmith. .. The
girl ‘has been attéading the Indlan
school on Kuper Island, and recently
rarz away andrrefused to return under
any circumstances. -:Constable Cassidy
recelved instructions' from the Indian
department to take the gifl back. He
found her, in company. with her mother,
in Mr. Vowelil's tield, digging polatoes;
and upon the girl learning his errand
the trouble started.:.. She refused to
come, and was backed up in her re-
fusal by both her mother and father,
Finally Mr. Cassldy’ was obliged to
obtaln asslstance, and it was necessury
to almost drag the ' girl through the
field and into the rig: ' She was taken
to Ladysmith and thence to the Island
in tha Misslon. launch, i

Rieh Mineral Beli.—The . last num-
ber of the Atlin Claim to hand has this
to say of the new mining camp on the
border between this province and Yu-
kan Territorv: “Last October the pro-p

—
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INDIAN SCHOOLS
DEAL OUT DEATH

Startling Rate of Morla!‘ty is
Shown in Report to the
Department

TWENTY-FIVE PER CENT

Dr. Bryce Shows That Condi-
tions Are Such as to En-
courage Disease

Winnipeg, Nov. 15—Not too favor-
ahle o report on the health conditiona
prevailing in the Indian industrial and

- 1

E R I I R R I I T N R I T - R

beording schools of the Dominfon is
thae just issued by Dr. P, H. Bryce in |
hit capaeity as chief medical oflicer of |

the department of Indlan  affairs.
Taken in conjunction with the fact
that the religlous denominations in

charge of Indlan education have asked

the government within the past month !

1o take over control of the schools to
a greater extent, the report is signifi-

cant.

The Indian schools, as {8 generally
known, are conducted by the Roman
Catholie, Anglican, Presbyterian and
Methodist denominationb, who recelve
grants from the government to assist
in carrylng on the work. Attention
having been drawn to a large number
of denths among the pupils, either
while attending school or soon after
leaving, Dr. Bryce was mstructed to
make a report on thc subject. During
the spring months, he visited all the
schools with a few exceptions. He
obtalned a statistical statement of the
past and present conditions of tho
health of children, A list of questions
was left with each teacher, and from
iifteen replies received some rather
appalling deductlons have been drawn.
The rcpor{.snys that of Lhe total of
1,627 pupils reported upon nearly 35
per cent. are dead, and in one school
with absolule accuracy the statement
shows that 69 pa= cent, of the ex-
pupils are dead, and that everywhere
the almost invarlable canuse of death
Is given as tuberculosis,

“It Is apparent,” the report says,
“that general il health from contin-
uous respiration of. the air of in-
creasing foulness is inevitable, - but
when somectimes consumptive puplls,
and very frequently others will dis- -
charging scrofulous glands, are pres-
ent to add an infective quality to the
atmosphere, we have created a situ-
ation so dangerous to health that I
am often surprised that results were
not more serious than they have been
shown statlstically to be

Dr. Bryce remarks that conditions
in a majority of schools are much
as to demand an immediate remedy.
In two or three school8 there is a very
noticeable absence of drill or manual
exercise among boys or calisthenles
or breathing exercises among young
girls.

The report strange to say, deos not
contain any recommendations or sug-
gestions as to what should be done
to reduce this abnormal death rate
among Indian pupils, although the
statlsties glven and general condi-
tions deseribed, make It quite evident
that vigorous action cannot be long
delayed.

=

Daily Colonist November 16, 1907
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In devoting more space than
formerly to the arairs of women,
the Colonist s taking a step,
which * it s hoped our lady
friends will appreciate.  Any -
cornmunleation  from them of
general Interest will be welcome
and carefully attended to.

—

Another mournful chapter has been
added to the swd history of the native
raves of North America by the publi-
cation of the report of P 1L Bryce,
M.A., ATy, chiel medical oHicer of the
department of Indian affairs,  This is
a report of the Indian schools of Mani-
tobha and the Northwest Territories.

Dr. Bryee has vislted and examined
the Indian schools scattered through-
out the great territory east  of  the
2acky Mountains and is compelled  to
come to the concluslon that the spread
of tuberculosis among the children in
the schools is terribly rapid.  The In-
dustrial schools for  Indian children
from which great things were expect-
cd, have not proved so successful as
wits hoped.  The Indian children  of
the mlddle west, who are being edu-
ated at all are taught o boarding
sehools sitnated on or near the re-
serves,  These schools, of which there
are 48, are attended by 1,739 children,
while the day schools have 694 and
the eight industrial schools 693 pupils,
The - terrible prevalence ol consump-
tion in these bopvding scnools Is at-
tributed by Dr. Bryce to the unsani-
tary conditions prevadling in the build-
ings themselves, and especlally In the
aleeping rooms, and Lo the want ol
knowledge of the livws of health among
the teachers.  Where the superintend-
ents ol the schools reallzed the value
of fresh abr the children were, com-
paratively speaking, well

Another feature which is deplored
by Dr, Dryee Is the absence  Trom
these schools of drill or manual exer-
cisd amaong the boys, or of ealesthen-
jes or breathing excrelses among the
wirls,

I'rom o humanltarvian point of view
the report of  Dr. Bryce,  althongh
alarming, Is by no aneans  hopeless,
T'he causes 1o which he attributes the
prevalence of consumption are avoid-
able.  If new buoildings were erected
and an abundance of fresh alp pro-
vided for the Indlan schools of the fu-
ture the children  will fmprove in
health walle they attaln what mental
amd moral development s possible to
the remnant of the race.  While  the

aufferings of the poor children cannot
but exeite our plty we are tompelled,

VICTORIA. DAILY COLONIST

| Woman’s Realm
(&P A

to admire the bhravery and self-devo-
tlon of the men and women, who "in
loneliness and isolation strive, in spite
of many hardships, mueh discourage-
ment and constant danger from ex-
posure to an insidious diseaso to up-
lift the Indlan cilldren and to ad-
vance the cause of Christlan morality.
» " -

If Canada ever becomes, as few
doubt that she will become, a great
nation. the most famous spot in the

£061 ‘ST 13qWIBAON 1s1U0jo) Ajleq

PERSONAL MENTION

The Colonist readers are asko:d
to assist in making this personal
column as complete as possible,
Send or phone items to the city
editor,

S
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Clipping from Department of Indian
Affairs Files

W HAT is Canada trying to do with her Indiam wards?~

- working devotedly among them, arid are sipported-in this-
—tion-in-their belialf

30,000 of them-in-that-one-tittle speck-6f Ontario niow

—knownsas the county of Simcoe. - o

Let it be conceded freely that good missionaries are

‘work by other good people who contribute funds ‘to-sup-
port these missions. . But has the country, as a nation, any
policy with regard to ‘the red men; and is a voice ever
raised in Parliamenlbion'questlon or accuse. the administra-—|
0. We 1ot as a people put away our
responsilility, close our eyes fo the ‘facts and leave the =
officials of the Indian Department to do as they like with
the Indians? There are now 110,345 survivors of the red
race in all Canada. Two hundred years ago there were

- tions or shortly after leaving them. Of 1,537 pupils of
“fifteen schools reported upon, after a period of four-

-+ a total-of thirty-one pupils discharged Yrom the File Hills
—"»chool',—all—gre--dpadahut_nin_e.—_ln- éach_cg;crlhg_ms'c__of -

eaving; of the graduates of one school sixty-nine per

—patienee—withthe tackof ordinary intglligence in matters

| revealing a_condition disgraceful to the country, he has
will scan the title on the cover, some will open it, a few

medical officers buried in blue books and the complaints ~

—possibly be stopped. — e '

‘Lhe. published report of Dr. P. H. Bryce, chief medical
officer of the Department of Indian Affairs, on “The In-
dian Schools of Manitoba and the Northwest Territories,”
has just beenissued, and it contains - informatiqn, that
should startle the country and at last’compel th& attention
of Parliament. What are we trying to do with our Ind'an
wards? What we are doing with them is clearly and
coldly set forth in the tabulated reports of Dr. Bryce. An
attempt was made by the Doctor to gather a complete
statement giving the physical condition of present and dis-
charged pupils of Indian industrial and boarding schools. |
Although not complete, the statement is sufficiently so to -
utterly condemn the -schools as at present maintained.
Indian boys and girls are ‘dying like flies in these institu-

teen years, seven per cent. are reported sick or i'n.r;‘:por
health, and twenty-four. per cent; are reported dead. Of

death is given as consumption or tuberculosis. @f_the
total attendance at fifteen schools twenty-four pupils onlg
of every hundred have died éither at school or soon after -

cent. went almost direct to the grave. Even war seldom

shows as large a percentage gf fatalities as doessthe edu-

cational system we have imposed on our Indian wards,
Dr. Bryce condemns these Indian schools as lacking in

ventilation, and one can see in his report a_repressed-jsi—-|

of health that he found in most_of them. These young
Indians are cooped up under conditions fatal to them, and '
Dr. Bryce says he was often “surprised that. the results
were not even worse than-they have been shown statistic-
ally to be.” He says the conditions demand immediate
remedy. What remedy? He has the statistics before him

visited many of the schools and wonders that the death- )
rate js not greater than twenty-five per cent, and yet he
recommends nothing, His report is printed, many people

will read it, and so the thing will drift along for another
year. And so with the next year, and the year after,
Such- will ‘be the course_of events—the protests of

of missionaries lost in pigeon-holes—unless public opinion
takes the question up and forces it to the front, The."
Parliament will show a quick interest, pigeon-holes will
give forth their dusty contents, medical oflicers. will have
a wealth of suggestions, and the scandalous procession .of
Indian children to school and on to the cemetery may -
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1906-1910

Ottawa, March 7, 1910

Notes on Dr. Bryce’s Report - with suggestions for future action

Dr. Bryce recommends that under existing conditions the following procedure be adopted:-

He proposes that the school system should be handed over to the Chief Medical Officer and be
made in its first essentials a sanitorium system rather than an educational one:

That each child must be primarily considered an “individual case of probably tuberculosis.”

That improvements be made in the buildings so that open air work-rooms and dormitories shall
be provided.

That increased expenditure for extra clothing be provided for, also a special dietary. Also im-
proved water supply for bathing &c.

Suggestions by the Department.

It will be obvious at once that Dr. Boyce’s recommendations while they may be scientific are quite
inapplicable to the system under which these schools are conducted. Even were the Department
prepared to take the schools over from the Churches, it is self evident that the Churches would not
be willing to give up their share of the joint control. These preliminary examinations by Dr. Lafferty
and Dr. Bryce have already caused considerable irritation and brought protests from the Roman
Catholic authorities who have the larger number of pupils under their charge.

If the schools are to be conducted at all we must face the fact that a large number of the pupils
will suffer from tuberculosis in some of its various forms. The admission indiscriminately of such
pupils into the schools in the past, and the failure to recognize any special treatment which could be
accorded to them has no doubt led to the high death rate which has rendered ineffectual to a large
degree the past expenditure on Indian education in Boarding and Industrial schools More stringent
regulations as to the admission of pupils will doubtless have a beneficial effect, and it is only neces-
sary to carry out some common sense reforms to remove the imputation that the Department is
careless of the interests of these children.

I would lay down as the chief rules under which admission to residential schools and the future
life of the pupils at these schools are concerned, the following rules:-

Ist. Continue the present system of refusing children where they are reported to be tubercular.

2nd. Improve buildings so as to have open air dormitories and workrooms where they have not
already been supplied.

3rd. Establish a dietary which it shall be obligatory upon the school to provide for the pupils.

4th. Increase the per capita grant to Boarding Schools to $100.00 so that they may be able to
meet the extra expense of this nutritious diet.

5th. Establish a form of contract to be entered into with the authorities of each school; the di-
etary and sanitary regulations to be attached to each contract, and a system of calisthenics, deep
breathing exercises, &c, to be also included.

If these simple measure are carried out the enormous friction which would ensue upon attempt-
ing to reform the present medical and educational systems would be avoided, and the needs of the
case fairly met.

Chieéf Acocountant.

Department of Indian Affairs File 140,754-1 “Correspondence relating to tuberculous among the Indians in the various
agencies across Canada 1908-1910"(c10167)
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1913-1916

1913-1916 McKenna McBride Commission

Monarch: King George V

Prime Minister: Robert Borden

Premier: Richard McBride; William Bowser from December 1915
Federal Ministry: Department of the Interior

In the News

1913 April British suffragette Emily Pankhurst sentenced to 3 years in jail.

1913 May Nisga'a Land Committee send a petition to the British Privy Council to settle land
issues.

1913 October: Duncan Campbell Scott promoted to Assistant Superintendent of Indian Affairs, which

he held until 1932.
1914 February Railway construction causes a slide at Hell's Gate,bringing about the collapse of the
salmon fishery and destruction of interior First Nations’ major food supply.

1914 June Interior Tribes make statement addressed to PM Robert Borden.

1914-1918 World War One.

1916 Allied Indian Tribes of British Columbia formed to pursue land and title rights.

1916 May 13 First official observance of American Indian Day in New York, USA.
Backgrounder

With encroachment on their traditional
territories, First Nations of British Columbia
continued to fight for a fair settlement of their
land and title rights.

To try to resolve the “Indian Question”
once and for all, a joint federal and provincial
commission was struck, The Royal Commission
on Indian Affairs for the Province of British
Columbia. It is usually referred to as the
McKenna-McBride Commission, after the two
men who signed the agreement creating it in
1912: federal commissioner J. McKenna and
BC Premier Richard McBride.

The primary goal of the commission was “to
adjust the acreage of Indian reserves in British
Columbia."The governments believed that if
additional reserves were set aside for them,
First Nations bands would be satisfied.

The six man commission travelled
throughout the province, visiting nearly every
band, asking them what little pieces of their
traditional territories they would like included
as reserves. Some communities refused to
meet with the Commissioners. Most tried to

discuss the basic question of Land and Title
rights, which the commissioners refused to
discuss as it was not in their mandate.

The testimony given at each meeting
was written down and is still available to
researchers today. While most of the discussion
is about land use, the speakers bring up a
variety of other topics of concern, including
school and education.

The Commission held hearings throughout
the province from 1913 to 1916, when it
submitted its report. As well as adding reserves
to most bands, it also removed land from
previous reserves. These were usually in prime
locations near urban settlements, and are
known as “cut-off lands.” The implementation
of the report did not begin until 1923.

The documents included here are a small
sample of the testimony given at the hearings,
by both First Nations and non-First Nations.
As you read them, remember that many of
the First Nations leaders’ testimony was being
translated into English.
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR THE
PROVINCE OF B.C.

Meeting with Scowlitz Tribe of Indians at New Westmin-
ster
Saturday, September 4th, 1913.
Chief Joe Hall addresses the Commission as follows:
(Here reads an address)
CHAIRMAN: In regard to this question of aboriginal
rights title. The Indians have an aboriginal title hav-
ing lived here before the white man came and while the
white man has come and has of course established a
good many industries which have given assistance to
a great many of the Indians in being employed in these
different industries. I may tell you that this question
of aboriginal title has been presented to the Dominion
Government and they have at least agreed that that
question of aboriginal title should be submitted to the
Exchequer Court - that is a court established by the Do-
minion Government in which the Indians will be allowed
to come before the court and submit their claims just
as you have done here. [...] And then, if the Exchequer
Court should decide against the Indians claim, they will
have the right to appeal to the Privy Council in London.
I don’t think you could get anything fairer than that.
[...] We have nothing to do with that aboriginal claim
and I am simply pointing out to you how the Dominion
Government intends settling this matter. [...]
Now, about your school, at what school do you send
your children?
A. We used to send them to St. Mary’s Mission school.
Q. Why don’t you send them there now.
A. We have had complaints about that school and a
great many other children come out sickly.
Q. What is the matter with them?
A. Sometimes consumption and we get afraid to send
any more there.
Q. And you are under the impression that they get con-
sumption from that building?
A. Yes, because the Mission school there is no partitions
to the rooms and all the children sleep in one room.
Q. And you think it comes from one to the other?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you send your children to any other school?
A. No.
Q. Where do you send them now?
A. We don’t send them anywhere. Two of my children
are down at the Sechelt Boarding school.
Q. Are they in good health there?
A. Yes, and it is a very good school.
Q. Now, the Mission School, you are pleased with the
school except that you think the building is unsanitary?
A. Yes, and another thing we had to furnish clothes at
the Mission school.

Q. Don’t you have to furnish clothes at the Sechelt
school?

A. Yes, but at the Coqualeetza school they don’t have to
furnish clothes for the children.

Q. Do they clothe the children there?

A. Yes.

Q. And that is an inducement to send them to that
school because the children get their clothes?

A. Yes.

Q. And you think the education is just as good there as
it is at the Mission?

A. Yes.

Q. So there are only two at school out of the ten chil-
dren?

A. You are right.

Q. Would you like them to go to school?

A. Yes, I would like to have them go to school.

Q. What would you propose as to the best way to make
these children go to school?

A. If there was room enough at Sechelt it would be al-
right- the Mission school is generally crowded and
there is hardly any room in it.

Q. Supposing the Mission school were enlarged?

A. If it were enlarged it would be alright.

Q. Is there not a public school at Harrison Mills?

A. Yes.

Q. Could you send your children there?

A. No, because the white people don’t allow Indian chil-
dren to go there. We sent two there at one time and the
Council they made a kick and we had to take them away.
Q. Would you be willing to pay to be allowed to send your
children to the school at Harrison Mills?

A.Idon’t know whether I would if I could get any where
else.

Q. Is there room at the Mission school?

A. No, there are only 40, in that school and I applied
twice to have children to put in but I was informed
there is no room.

Q. Supposing it were enlarged would you put your chil-
dren in there?

A. Yes.

COMMISSIONER CARMICHAEL: Do you seriously con-
sider, apart from the growing of the school, that the
conditions at the Mission school are so injurious that
you are afraid of sending your children there for fear of
getting consumption?

A.TIthink so - the reason why I say it is because I was in
that school myself when I was a, boy and with other boys
and they took consumption and died, and that is why I
know the school is not safe. [...] The other school they
have doctors to come and examine the children during
all the time I was at Mission I only saw a doctor once.

Royal Commission on Indian Affairs, 1913, p 408, 417-419.
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MEETING WITH THE SPULMACHEEN or ENDERBY BAND OF INDIANS ON THEIR RESERVE
AT ENDERBY, B. C. October 2nd, 1913.

INDIAN AGENT J. ROBERT BROWN IS HEREUPON SWORN TO GIVE EVIDENCE. [p10]

[p. 13]
DR. MCKENNA:- How many would there be of school age?

Is there no boarding school they could go to?

There is a boarding school at Kamloops, and I believe the Chief had a child who went there.
Are the Indians anxious to have a school?

The late Inspector and myself were desirous of having a school and we wrote for seats, but
the Indians refused to have anything to do with it.

Q. Why?

A. TIcan’ttell you - They simply said they did not want to have a school.

A. Ican’ttell you.

Q. Have they a day school on this reserve?
A. No sir.

Q. Where do the children go to school?
A. They don’t go to school.

Q. Do none of the children go to school?
A. No sir.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

ROYAL COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR THE PROVINCE OF B. C.

BOARD ROOM, VICTORIA, B. C.

November 11, 1913.

T.dJ. Cumiskey, Inspector Of Indian Affairs, For The Okanagan And Kamloops Districts

In the Okanagan Agency there are 150 children within the School age. No educational facilities
of any kind are provided for the children of the Okanagan Band of Indians. Attempts were made
in 1909 to open a day school at head of Okanagan Lake, and in 1910 at Penticton and Enderby.
This scheme was carried so far at Enderby that desks and seats were purchased by the Depart-
ment and placed in the 0ld church building; but owing to the apathy and opposition of the Indi-
ans, no further progress was attempted.

I absolutely condemn day schools for the children of this land at their present state of civiliza-
tion for many reasons which I can advance. The only true solution of the question, I consider,
would be the establishing of an Industrial School, capable of accommodating 150 children un-
der Government control at Whiteman’s Creek, or on the West side of Okanagan Lake. Two or
three hundred acres of land should be set apart from the reserve for this purpose.

[pp. 834-235]
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR THE PROVINCE OF B. C.

Meeting with the Chilcotin, or Too-sey Band or Tribe of Indians, on the Too-sey Reserve, on
Tuesday, 21st July, 1914:

George Meyers sworn in as translator

Chief TOOSEY gives evidence

Q. Do the children here go to school?
A. There should have been a school around on some of these Reserves. If there was a school
here, I would put all the boys in school. That Mission school is pretty sharp for the Indians. The
boys over at the Mission work, and they get tired, and then they hike out home by themselves,
and I don’t like putting the children there.
You mean, the children that go there are worked too hard?

Yes. The children say they are worked too hard when they go to that school.
And your opinion is that the boys are worked too hard?
If you fellows put up a school at the Anaham, we would send all the children to school there.
Do you mean a boarding school?

We don’t want them to board there at all.
Is it a day school you want there?

Whatever you wish. If you want to board them, it is all right. If you don’t want to board
them, we will do it ourselves, because we are so anxious to have the children taught.
Q. But the school where they would be boarded and kept and not overworked, would be the
school you would prefer?
A. T would like to see the boys out to school, and put them right at it where they would be
educated.
Q. And not devoting their time to toil. You would not object to the boys doing such work as
would be necessary to train them?
A. At the school they can teach them any work they like, such as blacksmithing, farming, or
cattlemen, or anything like that.
Q. You don’t object to their being taught anything that will be for their good?
A. No.
Q. But you object to having them do hard labor?
A. Yes.

[Williams Lake Agency testimony, pp 73-74]

POPOPOPO
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Meeting with the Pemberton Band of Indians at Pemberton Meadows, on Friday, August 20th,
1915. WILLIAM BARCAL is sworn as Interpreter.

CHIEF JAMES STACKER addresses the Commission as follows:

I am glad to see you before us and I wish you to understand the feelings of all my people of this re-
serve. Ever since we have been here we have been longing to see you. There is just part of my people
here — just half of them — the rest are all away and those people that are not here they have just
the same feelings that we have here ourselves. Again we would like to tell you that we are pleased
to see this body of men that has come here to straighten up our rights - that they have come here to
straighten and tell us all about the past, and we will tell them what we think is right. Again I will let
you know that we all feel glad that we have seen you.

There is one thing I wish you to understand and I am going to tell you that thing. It will be just
a short story that hurts our feelings that we would like to have settled as soon as possible - yes,
we are the inhabitants of this here province of British Columbia. Everything now is in the office at
Ottawa that is everything we used to live on, and again I would call your attention to this matter. I
suppose, gentlemen, you have seen it written by some of our men, but at the same time I suppose
you have not heard it from any of us poor Indians, yes, we are really sorry and it hurts our feelings
about our land and about our title to our land. Not only our title but our fishing, hunting and every-
thing that we used to live on in the old days — the Government has taken it all and left us nothing.
All my people are poor and living thin. Everything that we should live on now the Government has
taken hold of it even the timber. [...]

There is another thing which I wish you to know that we did not know a long time ago. Now as
soon as the first white man arrived in this country we began to get wise that we needed education
- that education was as necessary to the Indian as to the white man that they might become wise
so that all the Indians here think that that is necessary and they all agree to it. In this reserve here
there are 92 children who are of school age so we wish you to understand the feelings of those who
do not attend any school. Now, there are Indians who wish to put their children to school but be-
ing short cannot afford to supply them with clothing when they are in school. So, gentlemen, all
these people here wish to have a school - an industrial school - where the Government will supply
them with clothing, books, and everything necessary for them when they are in that school. That
is all the Indians wish. They feel happy when their children are educated but on account of being
short and not being able to supply them with clothing they are not able to send them to school or
any where else. We want our children when go to school to learn a trade, such as blacksmithing,
carpentering and all kinds of trades just like the white men do. We have been sending our children
to Mission Junction a long time, and we have noticed that they never went very far ahead. SoI am
telling you we want an Industrial school here.

New Westminster Agency, p. 354, 357

ROYAL COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR THE PROVINCE OF B.C.
Meeting with the Cowtain Band Of Indians at Cheakamus on Tuesday, August 17th, 1916.
CHIEF ANDREW OF CHEAKAMUS ADDRESSES THE COMMISSION AS FOLLOWS

I will just say a few words to the Royal Commissioners. I am a very poor Indian in this part of
the country. That is why today I am glad to see the Royal Commissioners here because I know
they are going to help the poor Indians and I am glad the Royal Commissioners will help me with
my troubles.
Q: Which do you think would be better, a day school or a boarding school?
A: Iwish to see a good, nice Industrial school here, in which the children would obey and the Gov-
ernment would buy their clothing and teach them, but as it is now, when my children go only to
school I have to buy clothes and food for them, and it takes nearly all my money. The Government
should buy the clothes for them.
Q: Where do you think the Government is going to get all the money to do all that with?
A: I think if the Government got hold of all our land, they ought to have enough money to look
after the Indians.

Royal Commission on Indian Affairs 1916, p 333
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS FOR THE PROVINCE OF B. C.
Meeting with the Municipality of Sumas, also the Farmers’ Institute

and Women’s Institute, at Huntingdon, B. C. on, Monday,

January 11, 1915.

MRS. FADDEN representing the Womens’ Institute reads the following petition:

To the Commmission on Indian Affairs , Dear Sirs:

On behalf of the Upper Sumas Womens’ Institute may I state that we are greatly interest-
ed in the offers to obtain the quarter section of Indian reserve land near Whatcom Road
for a public park. Our society is yet in its infancy, but we have made it a point to celebrate
Empire Day each year with a public picnic, the school children taking a prominent part
in the programme.

In looking for a central location for this picnic, our thoughts are directed towards this
piece of land apparently abandoned by the Indians. It is in a central and convenient loca-
tion bordered by improved farms on all sides, and it seems strange that a tract of land
like this, which seems to be of no use to the parties claiming it, could not be converted to
the public good.

We think it would induce a greater and not necessary spirit of patriotism and pride in
our public possessions, especially among our young people of our community - our com-
ing citizens - if we had this public park where recreation grounds, walks and drives, suit-
able buildings, etc. could be placed. Such things go far towards the successful upbuilding
of a prosperous and contented community, and we tried to encourage this wholesome
spirit. Our motto is “For home and country.” We feel like we would be taking nothing from
the Indians that they really desire or need. They have more land at the common ranche-
rie than they can now farm.

It does not appear that their race will multiply to any great extent where this land
would be necessary to them, and I am sure it is much better to have them all congre-
gated in the one location at the mountain-side rancherie then to have these small hold-
ings of land scattered here and there among the farms of the white settlers. They rarely
improve their farms to any extent — their habits of living are quite different, and their
success as neighbours to us, I am doubtful of. [...]

How can we keep our orchards free from pests, our lands free from noxious weeds, the
mosquitoes that harbour in the underbrush and numerous other things that arise when
this place is centred amongst the wild and uncontrolled. It is unfair to us as upbuilders
of and members in this country, and I can assure you that our hardships as early settlers
have been many.

We cannot find fault with the Indian. He is as he is allowed to be, and considers this
land as his heritage, but time and circumstances work vast changes, and it is to the
Governments of our country to whom we must look to bring about those changes in an
amicable manner as they are able to do.

Thank you for this kind hearing, and with hopeful feelings
I hawve the honour to remain,

Yours sincerely,

(signed) F. Bertha Fadden,

Sec - Treas. Upper Sumas Women'’s Institute.

(pages 136-138)
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1920-1927 Indian Act Becomes More Restrictive

Monarch: King George V

Prime Minister: Robert Borden (to July 1920) Arthur Meighen (1920-1921) William Lyon Mackenzie

King (1921-)
Premier: John Oliver
Federal Ministry: Department of the Interior

In the News

1920 Indian Act amendment makes Day or Residential School attendance compulsory.

1922 Dr. Peter Bryce publishes The Story of a National Crime.

1923 April Insulin becomes generally available for diabetics.

1924 BC government approves McKenna-McBride recommendations, including cut-off
lands.

1924 January King Tut’s tomb uncovered in Egypt.

1924 April The Royal Canadian Air Force is formed.

1924 June In the US, Native Americans are proclaimed US citizens.

1925 Ku Klux Klan sets up a local branch in Vancouver.

1925 July “Monkey Trial"ends; John Scopes found guilty of teaching Darwinism (evolution).

1927 Indian Act amendment prohibits raising money or hiring lawyers to pursue land claims
(to 1951).

Backgrounder

In the 1920s, First Nations people, far from being
satisfied with the results of the McKenna-McBride
Commission, continued to press for Aboriginal
Rights and Title, and formed larger inter-tribal
organizations such as the Allied Indian Tribes.
Parents continued to pull their children out of the
Industrial and Boarding Schools. The government’s
reaction to protests, largely under the advice of
Duncan Campbell Scott, was to further tighten
control over First Nations people by amending the
Indian Act.

In Ottawa a Special Committee on the Indian
Act held hearings to consider suggestions for
changing the Act. At the same time federal and
provincial governments were attempting to settle
the land issues arising out of the McKenna-McBride
Commission.

In 1920 the Indian Act was amended to make
it compulsory for Status Indian children to attend
either an Indian Residential school or a Day
School. The problem was that often there were
no Day Schools available for students, so the only
options were Residential school or no school at
all.

In 1923, the Allied Indian Tribes met with
federal politicians and bureaucrats to discuss
ongoing concerns over the McKenna McBride
Royal Commission. They tried to convince
the governments to reject the findings of the
Commission and to settle the broader issue of
Aboriginal Rights and Title.

Four years later the Special Joint Committee
of the House of Commons and Senate on Indian
Affairs heard representations from a number of
organizations, including the Allied Tribes.

They submitted a petition in June, 1926,
resulting in a Special Committee of the Senate
and House of Commons to inquire into the Claims
of the Allied Indian tribes of British Columbia.
The committee concluded “that the claims of
the Indians were not well founded, and that no
Aboriginal title, as alleged, had ever existed.”

In 1927 Canada amended the Indian Act to
make it illegal to obtain funds or legal counsel
to advance Aboriginal Title cases. This ended
the Allied Tribes" hope of having a case heard
at the Privy Council in London and the Allied
Tribes dissolved. Indigenous resistance moved
underground.
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1920-1927

Duncan Campbell Scott

I want to get rid of the Indian
problem. I do not think as a
matter of fact, that this country
ought to continuously protect a
class of people who are able to
stand alone. That is my whole
point. I do not want to pass into
the citizens’ class people who are
paupers. This is not the intention
of the Bill. But after one hundred
years, after being in close contact
with civilization it is enervating
to the individual or to a band to
continue in that state of tutelage,
when he or they are able to
take their position as British
citizens or Canadian citizens, to
support themselves, and stand
alone. That has been the whole
purpose of Indian education and
advancement since the earliest
times. One of the very earliest
enactments was to provide for
the enfranchisement of the
Indians. So it is written in our law
that the Indian was eventually to
become enfranchised.

. Our object is to continue
until there is not a single Indian
in Canada that has not been
absorbed into the body politic
and there is no Indian question,
and no Indian Department, that
is the whole object of this Bill.

Remarks made to the Special Committee
on the Indian Act, 1920

0761 “S1 YdJepy 1s1uojod Ajreq eLodIA

.-'Brlthhnmll A achitesat
1 Mr dm m 8 -
amending the Indian W% '

{ to & fult status of eftfsenahip.

WSS WE B Y wrmmegy  wwwg =TT r

(BILL RELATNG

 TOINDIAN LA BS

Mlnlster of Injerior lntroduces |
_:—MeaSﬂrerBeaHng

ish Columbia_ Reservas—ln-
dlan Deputatlon to Oﬂawa

O'H'AWA. Mmh '18.---Hoa Artmn'
‘Meighen, Minister of the Interior,in.
trodueed a bill this afternoon respects

pdian Jands in British Columblia.

"'ln 1912 a royal commiseion was ap- {
| pointsd to .repert on:differences be-

tween the Governments of the Do-

.minion and British Ootumbia in re-}
~{-spect-to- Indian lands,
“found fmpossaible, ~Mr. Metthan “sald;
{ to ratity the findings of the commis: |
- ._-lon.__;.._.'rha “bill ‘was to _enable the

"It Bas been

Government to negotiate with the
‘GQovernment of British Columbia and {

_reach a conclusion on the basis of the

‘commission’s findings with certain
modifications. Similar legisiation was
being introdyced la the mhhtm Ot_ _

ho sald, looks to a more rendy en-

1t ‘also pruvided for the eompulsory i
education of Indian children, and
‘made other minor changes in the In--

.dian Aet,’ Thebl!lwureﬂaﬂm

time;
WWNIPM March 13.--1:! an en- :

- ;denvor to get the Dominion Govern-

‘ment to take a more reasonabie view |
of the question of Indian reserves ln

-{-British_Columblia, . and in order to ]
| get an equitable- ssttiément = of the:
“whole mtter. outside the eow E'4 .

possible, a delegation = representing
'xhsuuummanﬂmcolumhh,

13 on its way to Ottawa, and the mat-

:.'__.wwmumm_wahM?MJ.

Indian Residential Schools & Reconciliation 11/12 « Book 2

First Nations Education Steering Committee / First Nations Schools Association

25



26

1920-1927

[ COMPLANTS WADE

BY B.C. INDIANS

Restoration of Land, Fishing
and Hunting Rights Is De-

manded—~Propesed Amend- h '
ment of Act [s Not Wanted 5

OTTAWA, April 22.—-The high cost
of living formed a basis for a vehe-
ment argument by the British Colum-
bia Indians today before the com-
mittee on the proposed amendments
to the Indian Act.- Y 4 g

"“Our Heavenly Father g.w”! us food
long before the white man came, by
plncing salmon In our rivers. Now
the white men milllonaires who ean
afford better food and want to make
# little more money, come and take
our food away from us,” sald George
Matheson, of Sardls, B.C.

Indians had been arrested for tak-
ing thelr Winter's food supply from
the rivers running through their own
regerve,

Matheson, along with olher hraves,
declared that the Indians wdéuld never
be at peace until thelr land, fishing
and hunting rights were fully re-
.8tored to them. Other matters, such
48 education and enfranchisement,
ccould wait. :

D. C. Secott, Deputy Minister, sym-
pathized with the Indians, but other
foods had been substituted. This was
not satisfactory. The prohibitory or-
der was necessary to preserve the
szlmon Industry, ’

Henry ‘Jackson, president of the
Grand Géneral Indian Council of On-
tarlo, asked that the bill be sét aside
to give his assoclation an opportunity
to examine it. This closed the evi-
dence, and the committee will now
sit to conslder the actuil terms of .the
bill. The committee Will reconvene
next Tuesday.

Peter Calder, a stalwart brave of
the Nishge tribe of Britigh Colum-
blans, told the committee that unkss
the Government .looked fully into the
land rights and gave sutisfactory set-
tlement the members of the band
would ignore any new legislation as
now proposed. Through an interpre-
ter, Calder pleaded with the commit-
tee to settle the dispute without the
cxpense or worry of law proceedings.
He had learned of this when a boy,
and after he was gone his children
would curry on until the tribe was
satisfied.

Calder was unwilling to discuss en-
franchisement or educational matters
until the land question was =ettled, -
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ENFRANCHISEMENT OF INDIANS.
The enfranchispment of Indlans {s ono
of the proposals fu tho bill to omend the
Indlan Act now before Parllament, dbut Lhe
provisions as drafted aro causing somo un-
easiness among those whom thé Governmont
assumes to benefit. Three thousand of them
enliated during tho war, and tho offer of tho
franchise might be taken as a rocogaltion
ot their services, but the bill appears to
force this privilege upon them with comse-
quences for which perhaps thoy are not yet
prepared.

One soctlon of tho Dbl reads: *““The
Buperintendent-General may appoint an
aficor or person to make Inquiry and roport
as to the fitpess of any Indion or Indlans
to bo enfranchised,” and tho pext section
roads: “On the report of the Superinten-
dont-General that any Indlan, male or
female, over tho agoe of twenty-one yoars is
fit for onfranchisement, the Governor f§n
Councll may, by order, cnfranchiso such
Indian.” The 'bill doos not appear to loave
any cholco to the Indlan, buc it tho Super-
intondent-Geucral roports that ho is fit for
enfranchisoment tho provisions of tho Indlan
Act wiil o lenger apply to him or to his
children. Provision is made for tho paymont
to enfranchised Indlans of thelr share of
the common jnterest of the band in tho lands
of the reserve, and when a wholo band, or
the mafority of tha members of tho band, Is
thus enfranchised om reports from the
Superintendont-General tho common land
or other public property of the band may
bo sold and tho proceeds placed to their
credit.

The people of Cannda have cndeavored
to treat’ tho Indinns falrly, and have set
asido for them reserves of land whore they
hava been encouraged to grow sclf-rellant,
and to that end they have been given a cer-
taln measure of solf-government. Jut an-
other bill to amend the Indlan Act which
was passed last scsslon authorlzed the
Depuly Superiotendent-General to-grant to
an Indlan settler “a locatlon ticket for com-
mon Jands of & band without tho consent ot
tho Councll of tho band,” and the effect of
thls s to thrust upon one bund of Indians
certain other Indlans who may not be
acceptable.  The administration of the
Indian Act Is attended with difieuliies, hat
more attentlon to thelr wishes woulidl render:
administration casler. The present bill con-
templates the extinctlon of the system of
reserves, and It i8 doubiful. whether the,
country or tho Indfans thomselves are prc.k}
pared for this departure from f.r:ulltlr:n:n'll
pollcy. |
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1920-1927

REPORT OF TRE DEMTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL 13

SESSIONAL PAPER No. 27
AMENDMENTS TO THE INDITAN ACT

Tmportant amendments to the londian Act with regard to the aubject of enfran-
chisement and education were passed at the 1920 session of Parliament,

The amendmente repealed sectious 107 and 122, These clauses had been upon
the statutes sinee 1857 and vnder them it was found possible te enfranchise
only 63 Judian families of 102 persons since Confederation or during a period of 52
vears. As the ultimate oliject of onr Indian poliry is to merge the natives in the
citizenchip of the eountry, it will be zeen that these clanses were inadequate. Under
these eliuses, it took six years for an Indian 10 lecome enfranchised, and the applicant
was wearied by this additional six years of tutelage lwfore he was deemed fit to handle
hiz own property and take his place among the eitizens of the country.

At il session of 1818, Parliament passed an winendment to the Indian Act, which
enables the Governor General in (louneil to enfranchise, on applieation, all Indians
who have ne land on reserves and who are willing te arcept their share of the funds
of the band and to give up any title to the lands on the reserve, This amendment has<
served o show that numbers of Indians desire to 1ake the final step towards citizen-
ship. ax to date the department enfranchised 97 families of 258 individuals under its
provisions. There iz further evidence bearing in the same direction, consisting of
individual applications for enfranchisemment from Indianz who are holders of property
01 NWOETVOS,

The new sections passx] at the session of 1920 give the Superiniendent Geneml
power to make inguiry and report from time to tima as to the fitess of any Indian or
Tadians for enfranchisement. and they give the Governor General in Council anthority.
acting on such reports, 1o enfranchize an Indian and his wife and minor vnmarried
children forthwith, The elauses provide adequately for the protection of the individual
interests i the lands and moneys of the band,

The amendment provides for the repeal of sections 9, 10 and 11 of the Aet, and
the substitution of the sections drnfted.  The department is thus eaabled to establieh
n gystem of compulsory edueation at hoth day and reeidential schools. Prior to the
passing of these amendments the Act did not give the Governor in Council power to
make rezulations enforcing the residence and attendanse of Indian children at
residential schaols, as the department eoulbl ouly commit to a residentinl sehool when
a day schoal is provided. and 1lie vhild doow not atiend,

The recent amendments give the department control asul remove from the Indian
parent the responsibility for the care and edweation of his child. and the best interests
of the Tndians are promoted and fully protected.  The clavse: apply to overs Indian
child over the uge of seven and under the age of fifteen.

If a day scliool is in effective uperation, as jx the cave on many of the reserves
in the eastern provinces, there will be no interruption of such parental sway as
oxXists, Where o day school cannat be properly operated. the child may be assigned
to the nenrest pvailable industrinl or hoarding seliool,  All such selool: are open 1o
ingpection aud must be conducted nevording to a standard already in existence. A
regular summer vacation iz provided for, amd the transportation expenses of the
children ure paid by the department.

Department of Indian Affairs Annual Report for 1920. Canada Sessional Papers 1921, p. 13

i
. In another hundmd ymu lvmu- at
tion will. ‘have reached .all peoples| eV
oxcept those that ha.vo no resources i
worth stealing. - t
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Vancouver Sun, June 24, 1925
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1920-1927

CONFERENCE of Dr. Duncan C. Scott, Deputy Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs of the

Dominion of Canada, W.E. Ditchburn, Chief Inspector of Indian Agencies of British Columbia,

WITH THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ALLIED INDIAN TRIBES OF BRITISH

COLUMBIA:

Held at Victoria, B.C. beginning on Tues. August 7th, 1923, at 11 A.M.
The following being present, composing the said Executive Committee:-
Rev. P. R. Kelly, of the Haida Tribe, Chairman,

Andrew Paul, of the Squamish Tribe, Secretary
Ambrose Reid, of the United Tribes of Northern B.C.

Alec. Leonard, Kamloops Tribes,
Thos. Adolph, Fountain Tribes,
Narcisse Batiste, Okanagan Tribes,
Stephen Bataskat, Lillooet Tribes,
Geo. Matheson, Lower Fraser Tribes,
Simon Pierre, Lower Fraser Tribes,
Chris. Paul, Saanich Tribes,

John Elliot, Cowichan Tribes,

Mrs. Cook, Kwawkewlth,

)
)
)
)

Representing Interior
of British Columbia

A. E. O'Meara, of Victoria, General Counsel of the Allied Tribes
(Proceedings reported by Mr. Justin Gilbert, Victoria)

MR. KELLY: ~ We are under the impression, and I think
it is a correct one, that the Commission deals with just the
Reserves—nothing else but the reserves.

DR.SCOTT:

MR.KELLY: It does not touch any question in
connection with the Indian land question. And I think
we have pointed out, that we have been a little cautious in
making that binding, because, as I think I pointed out in
my speech in Vancouver, we have no rights, apart from our
aboriginal rights—which of course is in the lands of this
Province. By agreeing with the Royal Commission, which
does away with all our land rights, it seems we would
have surrendered everything, without having received
what we would like to have included in the terms of the
settlement. Our idea has been to discuss what we may call
the terms of settlement, in a very full way [...] come to an
understanding along general lines of settlement before we
accept the report of the Royal Commission. [...]

DR.SCOTT: Mr. Kelly, my understanding is that I
am not here with powers to accept; I am only here with
power to report to the Government, or the Honourable
Superintendent-General. Of course, while we want full
discussion, the reserve question is one of paramount
importance; and it is not, I think the intention of the

Nothing but the reserves.

Minister that you should be asked to definitely state that
you accept or do not accept the final settlement of the
report of the Royal Commission. [...]

MR. KELLY: You can understand how it was necessary
for us to be very careful that we did not jeopardize the
Indian position by agreeing to anything that we were
not absolutely certain about. As we have pointed out
time and again, although we were assured that the Royal
Commission dealt with nothing but reserves, yet the
order-in-council under which that Commission was
appointed, said in so many words that, resulting from
the Commission’s work it would be the final settlement
of all the matters relating to the Indian affairs. Now those
words must have been ambiguous. If those words said, all
matters relating to Indian Reserves, then the matter would
have been clear. Bur you can understand, gentleman,
that having those words before us, I think we could not
draw any other conclusion than the one we did. It was a
dangerous suggestion for us to agree to. That is exactly the
stumbling block in the whole thing. [...] If you were not
confused we were confused, because those words were so
distinct, you see, that at once we protested it — you know
the history of that just as well as I do — but we vigorously
protested against that.

Conference minutes, 1923, p. 1; 3-4
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1920-1927

ON HEALTH

DR.SCOTT:  There are some valuable provisions in the
Indian Act now with reference to the health of Indians, and
the treatment of communicable diseases, which no doubt
you are aware of. But in British Columbia, unfortunately
we have not the hospital accommodation necessary to
deal with such a prevalent disease as tuberculosis. Under
the Act we would have the right to—I don’t want to use the
word incarcerate—to take an Indian as having tuberculosis
or any communicable disease and place him in a hospital.
We simply have to make a recommendation to that effect,
and any Indian in Canada can be taken against his will,
just as if he was arrested, so to speak,—but of course a
beneficial arrest, and placed in a hospital. In other parts
of the country, while in some districts we have our own
hospitals, we usually make use of the hospitals established
for white persons. And upon the whole I think that is the
best policy, where they can accommodate the Indians who
require treatment. I am sure that this question will receive
the very earnest attention of the Minister.

MR. REID: I might state, Doctor, that the Indians being
placed in what we will call a white man’s hospital, that is
intermixed in the hospital, they do not get very satisfactory
treatment there. That is the Indians themselves say so.
Some Indians that we know of have been in these, what
we are pleased to call white man’s hospitals, and they come
out and they have gone into the hospitals that are solely
for Indians, and they think that they get better treatment
in their own hospital than what they do in the white
mans hospital. [...] What I am meaning is this, it is in the
northern district that I speak of as the Indian hospital,
because there are mostly Indians in there. They think if
there was a hospital set aside for their own particular use,
it would be better than having to go to hospitals where
they are mixed up with the other patients.

MRS COOK: My experience of the matters has been
that. That is the policy of the Indian Department, that
when an Indian needs medical attention, and it is a bad
case, he will be sent to a hospital near by. And there is
a grant given to that hospital; and the Indians pay for

themselves in most cases. But we have found that they are
not wanted there. They are not wanted in those hospitals;
they may take them in for a few days, but after a few days
they are told well, you can go home as soon as you like—
and of course if you tell an Indian they are well enough to
go home they will go home right away. But they are made
to feel they are not wanted there and it is better for them
to go home. I speak from experience as we have a hospital
at Alert Bay under the Coast Mission there. And we have
found, and the doctors that have been in that hospital have
told me repeatedly, Mrs. Cook, the only way you can do is
to ask the Indian Department to put up a little hospital,
it does not matter how small, even cottages, that will
take in these Indians, because I cannot find nurses that
will come in here and are willing to nurse the Indians in
these hospitals. And another thing, he says, we find that
the white people, you see—that is [the] central hospital
in that locality—the white people coming in there are
afraid of these contagious diseases that the Indians might
have. And another things is that they have to take in so
many maternity cases, and the maternity cases are afraid
knowing that there are Indians in the hospital. And so
they find that difficulty.

[...]

MR. ELLIOTT: I wish to confirm what my lady friend has
said. I took sick one time of Typhoid fever, and I was sent
to the Nanaimo Hospital. [...] When I was able to get out
of bed I was sent to the ward. I was told by the Doctor
he thought I was able now to get along without his aid,
and I was to go home. Now I was only three days out of
the other ward, and could not hardly stand on my feet. I
believe it was God’s power that put me on my feet. I was
turned out of that hospital, out to the station, taken out
in the buggy and dumped out at the station; I had hardly
strength enough to get my ticket to come home. [...]JNow
we want different treatment from that. Honourable sir, I
thank my lady friend for her stand; and in view of what
she says, it ought to be attended to; and I think we ought
to have hospitals on the Indian reserves.

Conference minutes 1923, p. 212-215.
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1920-1927

ON EDUCATION

MR. KELLY: Connected up with this very important
matter of medical attention, which we have been speaking
of, education naturally comes as the next order of things.
[...]

We beg to maintain that, as important as the work that has
been done in the past is, it is not altogether sufficient to
qualify the Indian to meet the conditions that he is called
upon to meet at the present time. To be able to read and to
write and do elementary kinds of arithmetic I do not think
is quite enough. He has been brought to realize that if he is
going to compete with his white brethren, with his white
neighbours, he must have certain qualifications, he must
have certain trainings. [...]

We would like to have an institution where our young
men and women would be so fitted that they will be able
to take their place in the larger public life of this country,
and feel that they are equal to any life. Now I do not see
why that should not be. We stress that because we think it
is a necessity.

DR. SCOTT: If anybody else would like to make a
concrete statement as to education, it will be well; but I
think practically enough has been said; although I would
like it placed, as you did the fishing question, in a more
concrete form.

Mr. KELLY: I think it could be done.

DR. SCOTT: For instance, on a half a page of foolscap
the Minister could get your mind on the question of
education.

Beyond that, I am not aware that there is anything left,
except a few general things.

MR. KELLY:

DR. SCOTT:
we will close tomorrow. I think we can clean the plate
tomorrow.

MR. KELLY:

Well, we will agree to an adjournment.

And it will be a definite arrangement that

We will strive to do that.

Friday August 10 1923 at 2pm

DR. SCOTT: I think we were discussing the question
of education when we adjourned. Are you prepared to go
on with that subject now?

MR. KELLY:
way educational matters. We realize that today we must

Yesterday we discussed in a general

confine ourselves to something definite; but at the same
time until actual negotiations are entered into, we find it
a little difficult to talk about all the details of an adequate
system of education. Anyone who gives that a thought
can see that point at once. But we realized this, there are
certain defects in the present system of education as it
affects the Indians in this Province. [...]

It was brought to our notice this morning by one of the
Executive Members that in one section of the Province
during the past two years several pupils were passed into
the High School, and after they were passed into the High
School, it was found in those particular localities that they
could not continue their studies. This happened when
they were about fifteen and sixteen years of age. Although
their parents, when they entered those schools signed
an agreement that they would be there until they are
eighteen, because they passed into the High School earlier,
there was no provision made at all for the continuation of
their study in that place. The result was that they had to go
out. And as far as making provision is concerned for the
studies of those pupils, it is ended, unless their parents are
in position to send them down to the centres where there
are High Schools. [...]

Now I want to illustrate what [ want to bring out. I have
been through the Chilliwack Industrial School, and know
at least in my time the things that obtained there. I came
from a country where farming is not a necessity, we did
not have land for farms, and farming was a useless thing
for myself; but for three years I went out—I don’t say it did
me any harm, I think it did me good, I admit that—for
three years I used to go out there half a day, and pretty
much during the whole summer, work out in the fields.
[...] What I m saying is this: instead of that time being
occupied in a thing that is not an absolute necessity, it
would be a grand thing if provision were made for those
pupils to spend their time on something that will fit them
for the battle of life. [...]

I think it is generally conceded that the educational
system not only of B.C. but the general education system
of our country is rather defective; and instead of scattering
their energies over things thatare not altogether considered
necessary, bend all their training towards something, so
that when they come out they will be prepared to take
their place, and put their hands to the wheel; and feel that
they are equal to stand side by side with other men and
women. Now that is what we would like to see done.

Conference minutes 1923, pp 219; 224-225; 227-228
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1947-1948 Post War Social Change

Monarch: King George VI
Prime Minister: William Lyon Mackenzie King
Premier: John Hart

Federal Ministry: Department of Mines and Resources

In the News
1947 Feb 10
1947 April
1947 August
1948

1948 Dec 10
1949

Backgrounder

The years following World War Two saw many
social and political changes in Canada and other
parts of the world. People were appalled by the
degree of death and atrocities that occurred in
the war, and became more aware of human rights.
Canada joined with other countries at the United
Nations to sign The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Many people recognized that the treatment of
Aboriginal people was unjust. Some noticed that
Aboriginal war veterans, who had stood alongside
other Canadian soldiers on the battlefields, were
not treated in the same way when they returned
home.

The time was ripe for changes to the Indian Act.
A Special Joint Committee of the Senate and the
House of Commons held hearings from a variety
of people and organizations. This included the
Native Brotherhood, a new organization that had
begun to organize Aboriginal fishers, but grew
into a significant agent for change in all areas of
Aboriginal Rights and Title. One of its leaders was

World War Two peace treaties signed.

Jackie Robinson becomes first black in modern major-league baseball.

India and Pakistan declare independence from Great Britain.

First television stations begin broadcasting in USA (but not until 1952 in Canada).
The Universal Declaration of Human Right adopted by UN General Assembly.
Aboriginal people in British Columbia given right to vote in provincial elections.

Rev. Peter Kelly, who had previously been one of
the chief spokesmen for the Allied Tribes.

In 1946, the Native Brotherhood began a
monthly newspaper, called The Native Voice. Many
of the following documents are from its pages.

Some of the oppressive sections of the Indian
Act were removed or amended. The anti-Potlatch
laws were taken out and First Nations people were
allowed to enter pool halls and to gamble if they
wanted. As well, the restrictive laws making it
illegal to raise money to pursue land claims were
repealed. Women were allowed to vote in band
councils.

The changes opened the door for First Nations
to be able to vote in elections as other Canadians
did. However, they did not receive the vote in
federal elections until 1960.

The documents in this section illustrate the
relationship between First Nations and other
Canadians in the period leading up the the new
Indian Act, 1951.
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‘| them in the city schools,” she

URGES NATIVE
SCHOOL HERE

Becker that the Indian Depart-

separate native school in Prince

ity schools.
2. Mrs. Becker based her con-:

ghildren require a special cur-

ficient of them in the city to
Tustify such a school.

pared to the tuition received for
a}em from the Indian Depart-
me'lt does not justify keeping

said. “Seal Cove school is ready
to be set up again. Maybe they
could take it over.”

The discussion arose over the
application for three native
children to enrol at Borden
. Street School. Two of the chil-
| dren, aged 12 and 10, were ‘in
Grade One, and the t.hird aged
seven, had had mo previons
schooling.

The Board moved that the tWo
older’ children be accepted, bt
that the younger child not be
accepted at so late a date in
the term.

When it was suggested that
such large children would create
a problem in Grade One, Trustee
A. B. Brown commented: “Ten
and 12-year-old children are a
problem in Grade One whether
they are native or white. If
they were white we would have
to take them, so I see no reason
for discrimination.” .

At present there are 50 chil-
dren in the city's schools for
which the Indian Department
pays tuition. There are 23 at
Borden Btreet, 15 at Conrad,
three at King Edward and nine
at Booth High School.

A motion by Trusiee Mrs. Earl |’
ment. be asked to establish a|:
Rupert failed to find a-Seconder |
at last night’s school board|:

feeting, despite the fact that|’
§0 native children are attending

Fention on grounds that native |

fgiculum and that there are suf-|

N “The cost involved as com-|

Prince Rupert Daily News, January 25, 1947
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R, mother strive for better edqc.,.,l
tional facilities, segregation is
;| LETTERBOX sugpested. I know irom my.own 't
e L family’s - experience oand other
s SEGREGA'I'ION families’, that, given a’ ursqoe,"
t ndsbor Daily News: the native child can keﬂ-p up and |
'| T've just reaa mry copy of The |sometimes surpass his class-
Daily News, January 9, and I am | mates, My own boy was ready for |
rathér ‘sumprised that in this [ University at 18 and now my
|day and age when everyone |darling daughter at 12:is already
» | seems to be striving for a better|enrclled at Junior High. They
_ | world to see where Mrs Becker, 'have been able to enjoy to thelr |
q|a trustee of the school board., hcart's content all the. sports|
¢ | tried to pass a motion to segre- ;an&gpings-cn at the s hools ‘and
gate the native children, glso to | churches and clubs they: 'iuve
ask the Indian Department to attended without even a hln’b o{
| establish a. separate school in |discrimination. i
some ancient 2-roomed building |- A cheery note was int!;odueed :
‘| (which Incicentally the school |when Mr. Brown spoke. Bavornbly
board itself decided should be |for the native chikiren. What a
.| torn down.) Perhaps Mrs. Becker [grand and glerious- world this
' has never read or heard of some | would be for us.true Canadians
¢ | of the aims and aspirations for | if more people modernized their
" which the Native Brotherhoed |views. Who knows, porhaps in
1 and Sisterhood of B.C. are strug- | future yeers some of those nat-
eline, One of thelr chief aims s |ive children, given a chance for
a better gducation for the native |better education,” will be sitting
child. Yet in the small townsite | as trustees of the school board?
which not so very long ago was [I'm just dreaming but. why
a favorite camping and hunting ! shouldn't my dreams beccme a |
grounds of our grand ancestors, | reality? I understand my subject |
she smugly suggests segrezation. | as I am the daughter of the late
Really, I understood Lo be able |Chiet George Kelly (Chie Leguic! =
to sit on any Board one must be | who was well known up and'l
wholly aware of the meaning of| down the entire coast and who
true democracy Evidently Mrs. always worked hard for the bet-
Becker misconstrues the entire | terment of -his.peonle and in-
meanine.  The town of Prince |stilled in me the same desire.
Rupert is weil patronized by nat- I wonder if Mrs. .Becker reads
ive people who ‘spend their |[ycur editorials occacionally, as
money freely at the restaurants, | you have had some good ones
the taxi-cabs. the pzct.me shows | especially “Working Fer 'a Bet-
(where I'm sorry to relate segre- | ter Wurld”, Janur~v 7 iscue.

el Bt

gl R

-

gation is practised) and, when- One of your Wstive Readers, - {
ever there are sireet carnivais, MKS ¥ REYNON. i
they natronize them fully. Yet, ’ I
when the 'native fmhm aml Ym: saw n in The ansl l

Prince Rupert Daily News, January 27, 1947
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Before the White Man

Why was the name, Indian, given to the people who
lived in our country before the coming of the white man?
From your reading, you have likely guessed the reason.
When Columbus sighted land, after his long Atlantic
voyage, he thought he had reached islands which were
only a short distance from India. He named these islands,
the West Indies. The inhabitants, he called Indians.
Soon this name was being given to the people on the
whole continent of North America.

There were several large groups of Indians living in
Canada. The names are not so very important to you, but
it is better for you to make a note of them, anyway.

To the north, in what are now the Yukon and North-
west Territories, lived the Athabascans. South of them,
in the country stretching from the Rocky Mountains to
the Atlantic Ocean, were the Algonguian Indians. The
Sabish Indians lived west of the Rockies. Then, south of
the Great Lakes, and Upper St. Lawrence River regions,
the Iroguoian Indians lived. Do you find these names
hard to promounce? Just write them on the blackboard,
and then, on your map, try to point out the general

This is Canada, a Social Studies location of each group.

text book for Grade 5 and 6 in Each group was divided into tribes. The names of
. . some of these tribes sound very strange; others are amus-

Saskatchewan, published in 1942. ing. For instance, the Athabascans were divided into

tribes such as these: Hares, Slaves, Yellow Knives, and
Beavers. Among the western tribes of the Algonquian
Indians were the Crees, the Snakes, the Piegans, the
Bloods, and the Blackfeet. To the east, were the Ottawas,
the Chippewas, the Nipissings, and the Algonquins.
(Note the difference between Algonguin and Algon-
quian.) The Iroquoian group included the Iroquois, the
Hurons, the Eries, and the Neutrals. Now here is a good
question. Can you find out how some of these tribes got
their names? Boys and girls, we do not expect you to
remember a/l these names, although you will naturally
think of some of them. But here is what we do want you
to remember. (1) There were four main groups of
Indians living in what is now our country. (2) Each
group was divided into several tribes, and each tribe had
its own government. (3) Each tribe had a language of
isown. (4) Each tribe had habits and customs peculiar
w itself. (5) The ways of living of each tribe depended
upon its surroundings. For example, the Indians living
on the plains differed greatly, in their habits of living,
from those living in the wooded areas to the north.

The Indian Problem

The Indians looked upon the land as theirs by right
of inheritance. Therefore, if the white man was going to
take control, some settlement had to be reached with the
Indians. This was done by a series of treaties or agree-
ments between the Indians on one hand and the Dominion
government on the other. In these treaties, it was agreed
to set aside reservalions for the use of the Indians; to pay
to the heads of Indian families certain sums of money
annually (called treaty money), and to provide the
inhabitants of the reserves with certain tools for farming
purposes.

Sometimes the Indians didn’t look upon these
arrangements very favorably. In the following drama-
tization, the attitude of the Indians is revealed.

(Continued next page)

Indian Residential Schools & Reconciliation 11/12 « Book 2
First Nations Education Steering Committee / First Nations Schools Association



1947-1948

2outAo1d InoA Ul SUOTIBAIISAI AY) JO SaWBU 3yl
JNO puy UBD NOA JI 39§ J[NJSSIIONS UII(Q SUOIIBAIISAI Y3}
uo Surwiey 10J sue[d 9y} 9ABF] ‘SUOIIBAIISAI UO SUBIpPU]
3y} [1e 20e[d 01 opew 21oM sjudwSuRIIE ‘A[[BNIUIAG

*J98UE Y3Im JOB[q SI 311B3Y AJA] "JoUUEd T Ing £3aJ3 33
paud1s aARY SJATYD JAYI0 9y I, "udis Jjouued T ‘ON :4vag b1g

‘'ud1s pue awo)) ‘Apeal st A1Ba1) oY) ‘QUWIO)) 540 P

MELPEE
jo0ys [[,] Aep awog ‘yoe[q $193 11eay AJA] ‘PIYIIM
[99F aw sayew 3] ‘apeds auUO pue SI0Y OM} puB—
§J1qqes 3nq 3ulyiou—ofeyng Y3 InOYIIM 1w d1enbs
9uo sn 9A13 Aay) pue pue] Ino a3el L2y} ‘o[eyng Ino
[11Y A9y3 {3583 9Y} WOIJ SWO0D USW AIYM Y J, :4v2g b1g

PRIP [[V Ay
pinom am ‘fyuard orom s3Iqqel JeY) UIDQ JOU II

JT pue ‘9Ay AJuo PI[[1Y puUBq INO W) IS :LayDuULpunoJ
_ *9u0S 218 o[eynq 3yl [[&
J1 se swoas 31 sure[d 2yl uo INO 0F T UIYM MON 998
pPInod a45 ay3 se Iejy se sure[d 9yl UO O[EPNQ MES IM
‘Uew Funok B seM T USYAA ‘spunots Sunjuny IseA Ino
10§ sn 1270 A3y} yse13 ayl ‘IajBWPUNOJ ‘PIyoIM 93]
Qw soyew 3] ‘suapied juerd o) erou uled[ ‘sKep Ino
[[e s1juny ‘Ow pue nok 2YI[ UdW P[0 UBD MOY pue
‘SJ10m s menbs ST 1] 3 UOM M DUE JOUUBD A\ :4v2g big

*£38013 oy UT SA®ES IT JRYM ST JBY ], 'SIA[9sINnO Joj jue[d
pue S1p 03 sn sjuem ulanQ) 2yl ‘1eag Jig :4ayvuipunog

'9XE 9UO0 pue ‘9ylLds
auo ‘apeds auo ‘saoy om) ‘suonerado Surwirey uo Jur
-K11ed Aqrenioe Ajtwey £19A9 03 ‘9A1S [[eys om ‘uoy T,
‘uasjorq A[renioe pue 9yl ur jue[d 01 paas pue {opIed
I3Y10 9AY IO INOJ {UIXO JO SIYOA 0M] JO JUO ! SIT[TWIE]

69¢ VAVNY]y ST SIH],

uo) A19A9 10J smoirey oml pue mojd asuo ‘pueq
SIY JO 9sn 2yl J0J ‘Joryd AI9A2 03 9AIS [[BYS oM ‘wirej
0} noA Jo [re d[oy oJ, -ouojspurid ouo pue ‘sia3ne
OAl ‘SMESPUBY 2AL ‘MBS IND-SSOID QU0 ‘S[00) §.J3)
-uad1®d JO 3539y U0 “purq S1Y J0J ‘JOIYD AI2A3 01 9A13
[[BYS oM ‘pue[ 9y} 9JeAN[ND OJ, ‘SIB[[OP U33}JY UBW
-pEaY YoEd pue ‘SIB[[OP IAY-AIUIM] AT [[IM JIIYD
yoes] 'PolIIBW JOU UAIP[IYD PUB 2JIM STy JOJ ‘ATiwuej
oty Jo peay ayy 03 pred ‘sie[jop aay 328 [[Im PIIYo
pue ‘uewom ‘uew A19A9 ‘003 ‘uoyy, -ariwi aienbs suo
JO SIA[OSWIAY] 0} 9AIISAI B ‘2a1f JO A[Twie] AI9A3 10
‘nok J0J 31 2a4asa4 [[BYS 9AN “MOU DUEB] 3Ye], 99
0]} oI pInom nok 3oe[d AI3A Y} UO 3[}IS PUB WO
JYSIW UBW 3)1YM 3Y ], "PII21IBIS 218 NOA pUE IPIM SI
A11UNOD YT, "UMO ST JO dWIOY B ‘IT $AIISIP 1BY) pPUBq
yoed 9A13 03 ‘Udan() Ayl JO Jreyaq uo ‘O] pInom |
pue {juerd pue pring o1 ungaq Apeaife aaey nok jo
dWO0S 1Byl MoUy 0} pe[d we ] "sasnoy Juip[ing pue
suopieS Sunueld ur uowr 931yM Iyl YI1m ulo[ pnom
suterd 2yl Jo sueIpuy ay3 J1 patopuom | -sured 38213
9y} uo pooJ puy 03 3[qe aq 193UO] OU P[NOM SUBIPUT
oYyl Jeyl poiea] ] pue ‘I190I1BdS puB I130I1eds Funlad
SeMm ofeynq 9yl JBY) MBS [ ‘pes sem 11eoy Aw ‘ueipuy
Y} Jo aIminy 9yl JO IYSnoyl [ UIYM ‘UIIJ() :S1440 A
‘Buryeads S1 SIIIOJA] JOUIIAOLD)-JUBUIINDI]
‘suado ou2ds oY) Sy ‘UOIIBD 310 IBdU ‘ouaog

$Jo1Yd UBIpUY JIYIQ

10[[10UNOD UBIPU] UB ‘IdYRWPUNOJ

Jo1yd uBIpU] 331)) ® ‘Jeag g

SLIJOJA] JOUIOAOD)-JUBUIINIIT
hhmmua..hﬁu_\_o

NOIS O.L SUSNIdY 4vdd OId

SHIANLS ‘IVIDOS 89¢

Indian Residential Schools & Reconciliation 11/12 « Book 2

First Nations Education Steering Committee / First Nations Schools Association

34



1947-1948

o SO THIS IS
ouR REWARD .
> FOR  BEING-

‘LHERE FIRST/

G d /p61 ‘Aleniga ‘@310 sAleN

Forgotten Man

ative Brotherhood of B.C:

ssumes Prov. Leadership

The citizens of Canada were recently awakened to the fact
t the ox'gam'zed might of British Columbia Indians have a
ICE that is being heard and will continue to be heard
pughout the whole country..

The “proclamation” issued to the Hon. John Hart Premier
B.C. by Chief-Wm. Scow had the desired effect. The whole
[anada was awakened. Reaction was instantaneous. Lead-
daily papers throughout the entire Dominion devoted much
ce to the problems confronting the Natives of Canada. Edi-
al comment in many of our newspapers took a serious view

e whole situation, despite some humurous angles that were
ted. ®

backed up by so many voters of
th [2 hOur i Canada.
supplied through press an
(the Indian problem is the THE SPARKPLUG
lem of the voting citizens of| The following telegram through
da) realized, for the first time | Chief Wm. Scow on Janudry
any -cases, ,that the Native 1947, to the Prgm.ier was the r
le are not satisfied with the [Sult of news issued from the Par-
ing laws of B.C. or Canada’|liament Buildings at Victoria, B.C.,
whole ~when they continue | stating that voting privileges may
ore the Indians in' any leg- | be extended to both Chinese and |-
jon that is passed and other | East Indians while the N?tive peo-
nsidera- | ple were not given serious con-
e ies ., G eo . sideration. The wire read:
: “Hon. John Hart.
pus regarding the Indian te| “Premier of British Columbia:
ther columns of this issue but| “In view of the proposed grant-
k iniportant to note at this| ing of votes to Chinese and East
b that the Native: gmm by the provincial gov-
B.C. have " an. engag would like to re-
b

P ol 8 oAl e TR itive’ Cana®

e result of the publicity given| dians—are still treatad as a con-
he causeés of our people.” quered race and haivi noft yat
% Native Brotherhood of B.C.| been granted their right of citi-

es at this time to thank all| 2enship fo vote.

P people from Nova Scotia to “We respectfully ask you to
for backing us up so splen-| give this your deepest considera-
. Indeed it is most gratifying | tion before putting the Cana-
L in our struggles as a minority | dian-born of foreign origin ahead
to find that we are being! of native Canadians.”

—
—

'L d /¥61 ‘Arenigad ‘9d10A aA1RN
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l" NO REASON FOR PRIDE ]

(From The Vancouver Sun,
% Monday, February 3, 1947.)

¥ The means that the native In-
!\lans of British Columbia took
fiecently to dramatize their under-
iirmleged position in the midst of
f ur vaunted Canadian democracy
Hhave had the result intended. The
-dusiness of “taking over” the gov-
..—rnment of B.C. from Mr. Hart had
1%s humorous side, but it also made |
«} lot of white people, busy with

sheir own affairs, take a little time |
{*ut to consider the case the In-
*Jnans on the reservations can
l hake for a squarer deal.

White men's organizations in the
*rovml:e are taking notice. The|:
ed Men have invaded the uni-
‘iersity campus and at two large
'“.neetmgs students' resolutions
“lave  been passed urging the|:
ﬁiomlmcn and provincial govcrn
CHLS {vU !ll&lllul\. PU}ILI:-b 1
\‘5 larger c1tlzen:.hlp for the “wards |
f the government.” |

iy The economie and social condi-
f(m of the wards is proof of the

hilure of the administration of
ndian affairs. White citizens usu-
'Efd!y admit there is no reason why,
apr  instance, Indian children
.-‘nouid not have the same educa-
\onal opportunities as white, yel-
aw or brown children. There
“l‘hould be no reason why the
dian death rate from TB and
);pe infant and maternal mortality
natcs among Indians should be
l-:lgher than among the rest of the
tlzenry

.1 There is alse-musite i
¢pountry can not follow the lead of
,, e United States and give Indians
o all  citizenship rights  without
iYrejudicing their treaty rights. |
i‘ hat an elder of the Assiniboines

Id members of the Saskatchewan |
i‘tegnslature a few days ago is so'
'ue as to hurt. He said, did Dan
-‘ t‘mEd" of the Sintaluta reserve,'
_' ‘under the present tutelage
P tem, democracy and the Red-
an are not even on speaking |

R

{rrms
The first things that need over-
ilauling are the educational and .
l;ealth services of the Indians.|
fhey should be on an equality |
t:ith white and others with respect |
old-age pensions and other so-|
-if benefits. It might be [easfnleI
‘E;8r the Dominion and provinces to
V" dopt the New Zealand system of
.-.)i\.ring block representation to|
rigines in the legislatures. The
oblem of the Indian requmas|
b umedlate thought by government, |*
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Special Joint Committee of the Semate

and the House of Commons

Presentation of Brief of the Native Brotherh ¢ Briti
Columbia by the Rev. P. R. Kelly; erhood of British

The Native Brotherhood of British Columbia have the honour
and pleasure to present for your earnest consideration the within

brief.

The subject matter thereof considers Indian administra-

tion in general, and in particular the matters specified and num-
bered one to eight in the orders of reference of both the Senate

and House of Commons.

7. DAY AND RESIDENTIAL

SCHOOLS.

Education of Indians at present
is the sole responsibility of the
Federal Government therefore, in
conformity with the other educa-
tional practice in Canada gener-
ally, Indian -day and residential
schools should be free from de-
nominational jurisdiction. In Brit-
ish Columbia the B.C. curriculum
should be used exclusively and the
supervision and inspection of the
schools under the Provincial in-

spectors, the cost of such super-
vision to be borne by the Federal
Government. The school age
should be advanced to eighteen
(18) years due to the broken
period of attendance occasioned
by the casual geographical employ-
ment of the parents, Where fathers
have to leave home for their em-
ployment, the mothers should be
encouraged to remain at home and
keep their children attending
school, Wherever possible the
Indian children should be per-
mitted to attend the public schools
and the per capita cost thereof
paid by the Federal Government.
As a fundamental principle Indian
children should be allowed to at-
tend Canadian Public Schools.

Residential schools, should be
maintained for pupils not within
range of the day schools and these
schools should also be non-denom-
inational. At Port Alberni, for in-
stance, there is a large residential
school which should include high
school faciliti i
school cannot be equipped and
staffed for high education then
the pupils should be allowed to
reside there and attend the regu-
lar high school. However, wher-
ever possible the day school sys-
tem should be encouraged and day
schools established. ;

There- are two salient features
pertaining to schools and aduca-
tion generally which should be
stressed:— '

(a) The schools should be un-
denominational:—The Indians ap-
preciate that at one time the en-
tire cost of education was borne
by the Churches but they believe
that education being the sole re-
sponsibility of the Federal Gov-
ernment under the law the Federal

; _$hofffa “x ¢ “dnd
implement this responsibility into
direct action. ~

L

s » At the present time the Churches

furnish part of the moneys ex-

pended on education and the In.
dians are very grateful and ap-

preciative thereof. If the Domin-
jon Government assumed the cost
then the Churches would have ad-
ditional money to advance their
ministry in additional soclal serv-
ices and practical benefits t§ the

L3 = I A I

i

Indians. Education is the primary
duty of the Government and not of
the Church and as such, should be
undenominational.

(b) Greater facilities and oppor-
tunity for Education:—The oppor-
tunity to obtain high school and
university education should be
available more generally for In-
dian youth. In isolated instances
in British - Columbia the Indian
Agent has permitted Indians to
attend the regular high schools but
a great number of deserving In-
dian students have been denied
this privilege, that is, refused by
the Indian agent. What a situation
this is when we consider that the
Indian agent is, in a sense, in con-

trol of the intellectual develop-

ment of, and thereby controlling,
the destinies of a people, a race!
No individual should be denied
the right of intellectual advance-
ment @t the behest of one man
however benevolent a despot he
may appear to be.

The time has certainly come for
the Government to inaugurate a
higher standard of training in the
schools and employ more highly
trained and competent teachers.
The need for more advanced voca-
tional traning is evident. There
are many reasons for the Govern-
ment's deficiency, such as the dif-

ficulty in obtaining white teachers
to handle this more difficult work
and to pay adequate salaries

3 ini Vern-
ment could and should alleviate
this problem by training Indian
‘workers.

There must of necessity be im-
proved educational facilities. It
should be the objective in Indian
education to train Indian leaders
and teachers. nurses and others
for work in the Indian eommuni-
ties. How then can this be done
without proper educational facili-
ties?

It has been very difficult and in
many instances impossible to get
properly trained white teachers
and nurses lo live in isolated
areas. An Indian girl trained as a
nurse would feel quite at home at
Kitamaat, for instance, whereas a
white gis 7 iSiri
far too isolated an reary. 5
illustration is from actual experi-

ence. Why should there not be
an adequate supply of Indian
nurses made available? With

proper educational facilities this
would soon be possible. The same
applies to all branches of Indian
education and social service.

In British Columbia the educa-
tional situation is deplorable, as
shown by the following statistics:

According to evidence presented
by Major D. M. MacKay, Commis-

S
sioner for Indian Affairs in British
Columbia, to the Special Joint
Committee of the Senate and the
House of Commons in June, 1946,
12,000 or nearly 50% of the Indian
population of B.C. are 17 years of
age or under. In the year 1945-1946
only .4100 Indian children were
enrolled in schools. It was esti-
mated by Major MacKay that ap-
proximately 1200 Indian children
in B.C. were receiving no educa-
tion whatsover. Of those enrolled,
only 87 had reached Grade VIII,
while 142 were in Grade VII, 261
in Grade VI and 382 in Grade V.
_Only 24 Indian pupils were receiv-
ing high school education. There
were 201 Indian pupils attending
the elementary public schools of
the Province,

€ d /161 ‘Key ‘93107 3AIEN
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8 Conference on Native Indian Affairs April 1-3, 1948

REPORT OF CONFERENCE
ON NATIVE INDIAN AFFAIRS

In April 1948 a three-day
conference was held at UBC by
supporters of Aboriginal Rights.
The 84 attendees included a wide
spectrum of people: First Nations
leaders and artists, government
officials, church representatives,
anthropologists, and university
students.

Presentations and discussions
were held on these topics: Arts
and Crafts, Health and Welfare,
Education, and Training of
Professionals in Health, Welfare
and Education.

The speeches and discussion
were written down and printed.
A copy of the document was sent
to the Special Joint Committee
of the Senate and the House of
Commons.

Here are a few samples of
quotes from presenters and
commentators regarding

education and residential schools.

Mr. R. F. Davey

Inspector of Indian Schools for B.C.

As an official of the Indian Affairs Branch it is not possible for me to ex-
press my personal opinion or to participate in a discussion of controver-
sial matters which have a bearing on the policy of the department. I may,
however, be able to make a contribution by outlining some of the poli-
cies about which there appears to be some misunderstanding, or about
which I am frequently questioned. [...] Permit me first to give some idea
of the scope of the work in B.C. by giving a few figures:

No. Teachers
Regsidential Schools 13 51
Day Schools 55 68
Hospital Schools 3 4
Seasomnal schools 9

Attendance at Indian Schools of all types in 1944-45 and 1945-46, which
are the latest figures available in this office: 1945-46 : 4160 1944-45
: 3650
Increase : 510

At present there are 311 pupils attending white schools which is dou-
ble the number over last year and is about 7% of our school enrolment.
[...] To try to minimize as far as possible the element of segregation of
white and Indian children it is the policy of the Department to seek the
admission of Indian pupils to white schools wherever that is possible.

On the whole the authorities have been most co-operative in this re-
gard. They have, however, their own problem of accommodation and
we have been refused admission in a number of cases because of lack of
space. [...]

Residential Schools

The function of these schools is at the present time to provide for the fol-
lowing, and priority for admission is in the order given.

1. Children whose home conditions or other circumstances require their
admittance to some institution where they will receive adequate care.
2. Pupils for whom there is no provision for education on or near the
reserve.

3. Pupils who wish to reside at Residential Schools and attend High
School.

4. Pupils whose parents wish them to attend a Residential School.

The general organization within the Residential Schools varies from
school to school. This variation is chiefly due to the physical features
of the school. The amount of time devoted to classroom instruction is
in some cases the same as in the day schools - five hours a day for five
days a week, but varies to a low of half this amount at one school. Before
it is possible to bring the standard up to the five hour day, classroom ac-
commodation must be provided and it is the policy of the department to
institute the five hour class day in all schools. [...]

In summary the Department is endeavouring to secure the admission
of as many Indian pupils to white schools as possible, both High and El-
ementary schools. Its policy is to extend Day Schools and provide bet-
ter class-room facilities at existing Residential schools. The Department
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does not favour the establishment of Indian High
Schools.

[pages 39-44]

Dr. Rev. G. Raley (United Church Minister, Past
principal of Kitamaat and Coqualeetza schools)
We blame the Government for failure of interest,
for lack of sympathetic consideration of Indian
claims. I believe that the Government is seriously
considering assistance and improvements. And
anyway who are the Government? You and I, the
people, we are the Government in a democratic
country like Canada. And until the people are
aroused to take a sympathetic interest in the
welfare, the education, the economic condition
and housing and social life we shall not get
very far. Indifference is a brake to progress and
legislation. A conference of this nature is very
helpful and encouraging.

George Clutesi - Alberni (Tseshaht artist, writer
and actor)

I do not think bigger and more imposing boarding
schools will make the Indian responsible, self-
supporting, part of this great economic systeim,
if that institution persistently advocates the
complete separation of the child from his home
life. It is a well known fact that the coastal tribes
of B.C., especially the Island tribes are renowned
for the unselfish love for their children. It was
a custom to hold one’s child on his knee and to
impart what was in his heart, to prepare him
for the responsibilities of life. It is therefore
not difficult to understand the shock the child
experiences when taken entirely away from his
parents, from the love of the mother and father,
the companionship of brother and sister, so
essential to every child at that age. That shock,
to put it mildly is bewildering, frustrating, it kills
the incentive, before he has a chance to make a
start.

Ithink whenever advisable more and more day
schools should be instituted and operated in an up
to date manner. The core of educating the Indian
is to teach and prepare him for the many aspects
of this complicated country called civilization. I
tell you friends it is complicated. [...]

Again I repeat. Day schools should be
encouraged given all the chances it deserves
and all the equipment required. Right now the
tendency is to build these new schools and
maintain them on a shoe-string. That should not

be so. It has been repeatedly pointed out that
we have adequate funds held in trust for us, and
specially ear-marked for education.

(p 61-62)

Mrs. Cook (Jane  Constance
Kwakwaka’wakw leader and activist)
What has grieved me all my life is the ignorance,
the misunderstanding about the Indian’s religion.
Vancouver found that already before the white
man came the Indians had their laws, and respect
for authority, they had their religion. The Indian
saw God in nature -- the sun, moon and stars and
he worshipped and practised his religion. He was
a good Indian. I was old enough to see the tail
end of that era. Everything that an Indian man
or woman could be -- honest, courageous. It was
the thing that came after that I saw the awful
results of what the other nations brought into the
country to the Indians. It was not God -- it was
the Devil.

What we are struggling with today is the
teaching of the white man who did not understand
the Indian and taught that these things which
were good were bad. They did not understand his
past. [...]

There is another thing which the missionary
didn’t understand. He couldn’t see the beauty
of a totem pole. He discouraged the Indian from
making them. They didn’t recognize what the
totem poles meant.

Cook,

Mprs. K. Green (Tsimshian)

It is a pleasure to be here today and to bring up
again the question of our people, what we want
for our young people today. We are holding
out our hands to education. We are striving for
betterment of our young people. I have in my
travels met many of those dear children around
the ages of 15-16-17 years. I have asked their
opinion. They have said: “Will you try to get more
education for us.” They need a few more years
of education. They haven’t had a chance to got to
school every day. At Kitkatla the older children
haven’t been able to go to school for 2 years. The
older ones and the little ones have had to take
turns. How can we allow their schooling to go on
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this way? We pleaded with the officials. Couldn’t
a child be given 2 more years if he really wanted
a chance to learn. Then there is the problem of
teachers. Young people have been backward in
going to an outlying place. It takes a married
couple to make a go of things.

Frank Assu (Cape Mudge; Native Brotherhood
Executive)

I don’t want people to think the Government is
not obligated to us. We owned this country. The
Dominion Government is obligated to the Indians
in B. C. [...] People must donate more money to
alleviate those bad conditions today among the
Indians. When that word “Indian” is mentioned
he feels mad. The word to describe us is “Native.”
That will indicate to the general public that he
owns the country and it raises his morale.

(pp 74-75)

Mr. William Tatoosh (Hupacasath)

Not so very long ago a special memorial service
was held at Alberni for one of our people killed in
the service of this country. A sort of plaque was
put up. All that was said was of credit to him. He
was especially smart. One speaker said: let this
plaque be an example to you. But that was as far
as they went. They didn’t say why he didn’t get
higher education. He didn’t get it because it was
not available, at that time, to him. How can that
be an example to the other students? Are they
going to run up against the same things as that

boy? The sad part is that that boy gave his life
for this country with this in mind: he figured he
would come back and get more education through
being in the Army. I believe there again it falls
back on the Department. He wasn’t able to get
help. He did correspondence school, but he had
to go out to work and it is important for him to do
his work.

(pp 75-76)

Mr. Guy Williams (Haisla; Native Brotherhood
executive; later became Canada’s second Aborigi-
nal Senator)

Regarding after school — the Department of In-
dian Affairs has no follow through system. That
is definite. Only in a very limited number of cases
have a native girl or boy taken higher education.
It takes too much red tape, and the result is that
the children and parents are discouraged, or a
year is lost. [...]

As to education in the past, as an Indian and as a
child, I went through it, it was something — and
I'm not going to pull my punches — that stank.
[...] Residential schools have been far too much
along the lines of penal schools. I have seen boys
flogged. That is what our people have to endure
to acquire an education for their children. Some
children do not go home from their residential
school for four years. I don’t think that system
should be.
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A SHAMEFUL CONDITION

Canada spends a little over $2,000,000 a year on Indian edu-
cation and the sum is, apparently, only about half enough. The
joint committee of the Senate and House cox}sidermg Indian
problems at Ottawa received a brief on Tuesday from the Oblate
Fathers, who have a great deal to do with Indian welfare and
training, and the part of the brief dealing with education is little
short of an indictment of the Indian affairs branch. )

Forty-two percent of the Indian children of school age in
Canada, it seems, are unable to attend school because there is
no school for them to attend. Four hundred classrooms are
needed immediately.

The Indians are wards of the Dominion Government. That
is their recognized status. And this is the way the Dominion
Government is discharging its responsibility. It is well known
that the health of the Indians is poor. The amount of tubercu-
losis on the reserves has long amounted to a scandal. And now,
i ief i ited, the school situation is a

scandal, too. .

In British Columbia, the brief indicates, conditions are con-
siderably worse than the average. Here, according to the last
census, we have 24,875 Indians. The last report showed that
3650 were enrolled in schools. The Oblate brief states that only

41 percent of those of school age are able to attend schools,

which means that six Indlan children out of ten in British Co-
lumbia are denied educational facilities. :

It is a long time since the poet Pope held up the Indian as
an example of the “untutored mind.” We are still, callously,
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parsimoniously and shamefully keeping him untutored.

Waiting For
The Sunrise. ., .

By WILLIAM FREEMAN

The whole North American In-
dign gvorld is waiting for the Sun-
rise. Our leaders have placed our
hopes and dreams of a happier des-
tiny on the table of the combined
committee of the Senate and the
House of Commons, and wit
breathless expectation we stand at
attention and constantly watch the
horizon for that nmew and better
day. Our freedom musl be re-
stored to us and we must be grant-
ed the full rights of citizenship in
our own native land, for this land
is ours by heritage, peopled by our
forebears from time immemorial.
We are not an alien race and fur-
thermore we are not a conquered
race and we still retain our abor-
iginal title. This title is not ex-
tinguished through conguest or
treaty with the white man. Our
lands are not ceded to the white
man and the white population of
the province is transgressing on
our land.

If our prayer is unheeded and if
our brief is pigeon-holed again in
Parliament, the ruling class of
people of the day shall be de-
nounced and branded with black
and unimaginable names by the
historians of the future. For we
are also the creation of God and
we are full-fledged human beings
with rights equal to others. Let
the wheels of justice roll and grant
us full rights of citizenship with
social benefits and civil rights for

. Time Marches On and we want to

keep abreast with the miarchers,
but we don't want to be-left strand-
ed eternally between the Bow and
Arrow age and the white man's
Civilization. Detestful as it is we
must become ordinary members of
the North American Society in or-
der to survive the inroads and rav-
ages of the white man's civiliza-
on,
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~with  the
_Most

_Education

RESPONSIBILITY FOR the edu-
cation of Indians lies exclusively
Federal Government.

the ina—
tional and intelligent Indians in-
dignantly protest against the deter-
mination of their children’s relig-
lous affiliations by some far away
con%ittee or official; they feel that
the Government is exploiting the
missionary enterprise of Christian
churches and leaving to these lat-
ter many responsibilities that be- .
long properly to the State; and as
a result of this manipulation of the
missions, the Indians feel that their
own children are being exploited.

IT IS NOTORIOUS that very
many of the teachers in Indian
schools are as incompetent and ill-
trained as they are underpaid; a
few weeks ago I saw in a Vancou-
Ver paper an advertisement for a
teacher for an Indian school on
Vancouver Island. The advertise-
ment included the startling phrase:
‘No qualifications necessary.”
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1967-1969 Canada’s Centennial and the White Paper

Monarch: Queen Elizabeth I|

Prime Minister: Lester B. Pearson 1963-1968; Pierre Elliot Trudeau, from April 1968
Premier:W. A. C. Bennett

Federal Ministry: DIAND (Department of Indian and Northern Development)

In the News

1960 Status Indians given the right to vote in Canadian elections without losing status.

1966 The Department of Indian Affairs becomes the Department of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development (DIAND).

1967 July 1 Canada celebrates 100 years as an independent country.

1967 Nov The play The Ecstasy of Rita Joe by George Ryga is produced in Vancouver, the first
Canadian play to deal realistically with difficulties facing some Aboriginal people.
1969 April 1 Federal government takes direct control over Indian residential schools.

1969 June The federal government releases a White Paper which outlines sweeping changes for
Indian policy, the end of the Indian Act and dissolution of the Department of Indian
Affairs.

1969 June Apollo 11 space mission lands people on the moon.

1969 Nov The Union of BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) forms as 144 chiefs and delegates from all over
BC meet to discuss the White Paper and its effects on Indian people in BC.

Backgrounder Affairs Jean Chrétien put forward a new policy
The 1960s saw great changes in social values. paper, “The Statement of the Government of
A newfound freedom was expressed by youth Canada on Indian Policy.”
with the emergence of “the pill,” hippies, the The government generally calls such
Beatles, and student protests over wars and policy papers “White Papers”but in this case
racial discrimination. the White Paper on Indian Policy took on a

For First Nations, change, though still slow, different meaning.
was beginning to happen. In 1960, Status The policy was intended to “lead to the
Indians were finally given the right to vote full, free and non-discriminatory participation
federally without losing status. of the Indian people in Canadian society.”

In 1967 Canada celebrated its Centennial However, the steps to achieving this would
- 100 years as a country. For many Aboriginal have meant extinguishment of Aboriginal
people, however, it was a time for highlighting Rights and Title, and devolving most Aboriginal
the injustices they had suffered over that 100 issues to the provincial level.
years. There was swift reaction against the White

In 1968 the newly elected government of Paper. The First Nations communities around
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau brought in many the province were united in opposition to it,
social changes. These included major changes with the resulting formation of the Union of
to Indian Affairs. In 1969 Minister of Indian B.C. Indian Chiefs.
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d. ..I. a Text Panels in the Indians of Canada Pavilion,
|I"I Ian pCIVI ion ' Expo 67, Montreal
.’ :
1.rles nOt I.o be reSthI The Indians of Canada bid you welcome.
MONTREAL (CP) — The  “When the white man came Walk in our moccasins the trail from our past,
colorful wood-and-steel teepce we welcomed him with love, Live with us in the here and now.
that makes up the Indians of we sheltered him, fed him and- .
Canada pavilion at Expo 67 led him through the forest. Talk with us by the fire of the days to come.

offers a fascinating collection = Many Indians fee.l, our fa-
of ancient ceremonial masks, thers were betrayed,

buffalo headdresses and hows _ Paid for by the Canadian You have stolen our native land, our culture, our
and arrows, but-leaves the Government, the $400,000 pa- soul...
non-Indian visitor with little to  vilion ~was _designed and
feel proud of. st wé;:n;?sgl{-esbgnsilglgk}g? The white men fought each other for our land,
'go'ilr?ghltf) sltsayhgg?gl'%m}enllworﬁ b ey 4 and we were embroiled in the white men’s war...
! it Mr. Kelly said one person . )

;ﬁgl ;g{l;?ga;rolgsfel{?:’ :;?Illte who was not pleased with the The Indian on his reserve was a conquered en-
face to face with a large panel Ri’."l.h““ was Indian A"alﬁ's emy..
reading “The white man's Minister Arthur Laing, who _
school is an alien land for the Visited it several weeks ago The welfare of the Indians was regarded as prop-
Indian child.” and expressed dissatisfaction ) )

ndian child. because the contributions of er work for retired soldiers, many of whom were

Adjoining the showplaces of i "canadian Government to kindly and well-intentioned, but treated their

Canada and the Atlantic prov- : :
inces on lle Notre-Dame, the {'gg?rﬁfioﬁ?d not Peen SHYCh

S, ¢ charges like amiable backward children...
pavilion encloses a quiet pool “"up,+"wd are a people Who'

L“;t';nl}iéc}ﬂgiﬂg ;:SEO:SS ilanl?lgtrf have been administered fm; Give us the right to manage our own affairs...

ed campfire arggr_ldd\gathitch vis- fviar:rg“gry:gstﬁ’:ge’;ﬁg.wﬁi The early missionaries thought us pagans, they

“‘;;Stc;:‘ Stltta]il Irfl[::f:tli:ii.tend Kelly said. N imposed on us their own stories of God, of heaven
ut the ioial e = Photographs of taltered, un- . .

ed to be anything but restful. happy-lognki%g Indian children and hell, of sin and salvation...

“If it’s making some visitors  placed heside pictures  of , L
angry then the message is ﬂrhite Canadian children play- But we spoke with God - the great spirit — in our

coming through,” deputy com-  jng in the comfort of suburbia, own way. We lived with each other in love and

missioner-general T. R. Kelly, jine the walls of the final dis- L . .
a Haida from British Colum- r:[r:; ot WiitH 1o fnlehded honored the Holy Spirit in all living things...

biassaid in an interview. to provoke questions. The white man’s school, an alien land for an Indian
“The situation of Canada’s )
240,000 Indians is something child...
that needs to be looked at. . . ) )
Why should we foster compla- An Indian child begins school by learning a for-
cence here when there are so eign tongue.
many disadvantaged, undere-
educated and underdeveloped Dick and Jane in the storybook are strangers to an
people in Canada.” indian b
On Saturday the pavilion ndian boy...
mma;sgﬁfﬁgsﬁuﬁﬁn g:te?f The sun and the moon mark passing time in the
tainers at the fair.who arrived Indian home. At school, minutes are important

in front of the teepee declar-
ing they were Spanish Indians
come to sinE and play for oth-

-ers of their blood.

. Inside the pavilion, visitors
pass by symbols of Canada's
six major Indian cultural
groupings — British Columbi-
an, Plateau, Plains, sub-Arc«
tic, Iroquois and Eastern —
and then into an area de-
scribing  the early arriva] of
- the whiteman. :

There the signs read:

and we jump to the bell.
At the end of the tour, at a campfire:

And now, my brother, sit down by the fire. Let us
talk about the times which are coming. You have
traveled over the long footpaths along which
your forefathers trudged ... In a moment we shall
take to the trail again. But during this stop, let us
\search in the flames for visions of the future. /
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Chief Dan George: Lament for Canada

LAMENT

(Following the publication in our April edition of “Soliloquy”
by Chief Dan George, the Native Voice has been asked to reprint
“A Lament for Confederation” which he delivered at Empire
Stadium when the erowd: of over 32,000 was silenced by the mov-
ing, and bitter soliloquy. He repeated it by request at the Van-
couver Indian Centre before the presentation of a Talking Stick

to Eartha Kitt during her visit to Vancouver. The chief willingly
granted permission for this reprinting. Story on the presentation
ceremony on Page 1. — The Editor).

How long have I known you, Oh Canada? A hundred years?
Yes, a hundred years. And many many seelanum more. And
today, when you celebrate your hundred years, oh Canada, I am
sad for all the Indian people throughout the land. )

For I have known you when your forests were mine; when
they gave me my meat and my clothing. I have known you in
your streams and rivers where your fish flashed and danced in
the sun, where the waters said come, come and eat of my abund-
ance. I have known you in the freedom of your winds. And my
spirit, like the winds, once roamed your good lands.

Freedom Disappears

But in the long hundred years since the white man came, I
have seen my freedom disappear like the salmon going mysteri-
ously out to sea. The white man's strange customs which I could
not understand, pressed down upon me until I could no longer
breathe.

When I fought to protect my land and my home, I was called
a savage. When I neither understood nor welcomed this way of
life, I was called lazy. When I tried to rule my people, I was
stripped of my authority.

edAnd 1 Forgot PR

nation was ignored in your history tex — they were
]itﬂln:_'mymore 1.3:111,\‘4::11-‘:;;5:1;l in the %\ztnry of Canada than the buffalo
that ranged the plains. I was ridiculed in your plays and motion
pictures, and when I drank your fire-water, I got drunk — very,
very drunk. And I forgot. )

Oh Canada, how can I celebrate with you this Centenary,
this hundred year? Shall I thank you for the reserves that are
left to me of my beautiful forests? For the canned fish of my
rivers? For the loss of my pride and authority, even among my
own people? For the lagkof my will to fight“baek? “No! I must
forget what's past and gone.

Oh, God in Heaven! Give me back the courage of the olden.
Chiefs. Let me wrestle with my surroundings. Let me again, as
in the days of old, dominate my environment. Let me humbly
accept this new culture and through it rise up.and goon,

gt I Shall Rise Again

Oh God! Like the Thunderbird of old I shall rise again out of
the sea; I shall grab the instruments of the white man’s success —
his education, his skills, and with these new tools I shall build
my race into the proudest segment of your society. Before I fol-
low the great Chiefs who have gone before us, oh Canada, I shall
see these things come to pass.

I shall see our young braves and our chiefs sitting in the
houses of law and government, ruling and being ruled by the
knowledge and freedom of our great land. So shall we shatter
the barriers of our isolation. So shall the next hundred years be
the greatest in the proud history of our tribes and nations.

(Copyright)
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Residential School
Values Doubted

By GEORGE N. WILSON JR.

'HE WRITER of this article, formerly from Bella Bella, is a
- graduate of Alert Bay High School. He attended ‘the Uni-
versity of Victoria for three years and registered in the faculty of

education.

Married now, and living in Prince Rupert, he is vice-principal
of Seal Cove School in that cily. As a teacher, and with a
thorough knowledge of the needs of the Indian children, we feel
that his opinions are worthy of attention. (Editor) .

RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS

This criticism is not in reference
to any statement by anyone or .any
group of people. It is merely a con-
vietion which may be food for
thought. In this way I wish to pre-
sent some arguments against the
typical Indian Residential Schools
as they exist today. The arguments
will cenire around the value of
these schools as far as the Indian
child's language development is
concerned.

A question may arise as to the
validity of these points I wish to
raise, therefore, I would like you
to know that the writer feels he is
an authority, since he is both a
person who has spent nine years in
just such an institution and is at
present an educator.

EFFORTS SMOTHERED

Firstly, if any child is placed in
an institution, such as the Resi-
i@ﬁal school, for any length of
€ the child will be adversely
affected in his language develop-
ment. Furthermore, it has been ar-
gued and proven with positive re-
sults that good language develop-
ment results in high measured in-
telligence.

Though it is one of the Indian Af-
fairs Department’s aim to increase
the Indian child’s ability to use the
English lenguage with a good de-
gree of competence, the Residential
School set-up has to some degree
smothered its efforts.

The second reason that these in-
stitutions are sterile language la-
boratories which stems from the
lack of experiences the children
have with the outside world. It
would be worth noting that in an
institution such as has been men-
tioned, that control of the young-
sters is often gained by virtual
confinement to the grounds of the
school. =

EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

The quality of one’s ability to
express himself is dependent on
his experience—but sad is the case
of the institutionalized child. A
child with a variety of experiences
is better able to practice his lan-
guage skills by relating them to
others in a more meaningful ex-
pression. One of the basic needs of
a child is to communicate, but if
he has little to communicate his
potential for a rich vocabulary is
dwarfed.

- ever, if he is with peer group or

" Department has thought often of

Thirdly, in a Residential School
95 percent of the verbal interaction
is in a peer group situation. It is
most imperative that these Indian
children have good language mo-
dels if they are to practice their
language skills. If a child is in the
company of adults, he will learn
to communicate at adult level; how-

below peer group, there is no ur-
gency to communicate upwards. It
isn't surprising then to find that In-
dian children in Residential
Schools are retarded in their lan-
guage development,

HALO EFFECT

My fourtih argument deals with
the ramifications, in short, of the
inability to express oneself. The
‘halo effect’ comes into full play;
that is, if a child’s ability in one
area, as in language, is exceptional
(exceptionally good or exceptional-
ly bad) then his abilities other
areas may be exceptional also.

For example, a child who is un-
able to communicate sensibly is
very apt to become a ‘school drop
out’ and eventually a juvenile de-
linquent,

These facts which I have pointed
out, while few in number, are to
my way of thinking important in
view of the fact that changes may
be forthcoming. I'feel stron, that
Residential Schools had their place
and purpose, but I doubt their ef-
ficacy in the present.

PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED
I trust that the Indian Affairs

the problems that the Indian chil-
dren encounter and wished that
they -had these problems under
control. I hold no steadfast con-
clusions concerning what is good
for the present or for the future.
However, I do feel strongly that
when the residential schools are:
abolished something better is
forthcoming. In this connection I'd
suggest that whatever is forthcom-
ing, the Indians must have a strong
voice in its construction and in
whatever policy is needed. This
would be only fair in that it is their
lives and future that are at stake.
I hope that what I have written is-
of some reinforcement value to
my readers.
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MEN DON‘T UNDERSTAND

1967-1969

~ Indian. Women (all

For Prompt Action

By TERRY FRENCH

Indian women from reserves all
over B.C. rallied at Sardis recently
and “struck out for independence”
from the Department of Indian
Affairs,

Indian Homemakers Clubs, a
cross-Canada group originated on
reserves by the Department to fos-
ter knitting and sewing, now wish
to be recognized as a pressure

oup.
gl'Unl:ier chairmanship of Mrs. Al-
bert Douglas, wife of Chief Doug-
las of Cheam band, Rosedale, they
met, decided to change their con-
stitution, be registered under the
Society’s Act and hold a tag day
to raise money. The money will be
used as emergency fund and to
carry out their plans to better the
lot of the Indian.

EXECUTIVE ELECTED

A provincial executive was elect-
ed to represent the 52 Homemakers
clubs among B.C.'s 47,000 Indian
population in 250 bands.

When their new consttiution is
ratified, the Homemakers hope to
gain the co-operation of church
groups and other interested organ-
izations and to ask the govermment
for a Citizenship and Integration
grant,

The women explained before the
rally that the Department’s failure
to provide money for delegates to
the recent Homemakers Club con-
vention in Chilliwack prompted
them to hold the rally and to be-
come independent, -

Mrs. J. S. Michel of Musqueam
commented, “We're not feeling
sorry for ourselves. The (Indian
Affairs) Department is not helping
us, but it is really giving us a boost
to get going on our own.”

LESS SUPPORT

At a pre-rally meeting, a member
said that the Department encour-
aged the clubs for the first few
years but that since they've become
more of a pressure group they've
recelved less and less support.

“This year there has been no
money at all. Other years they paid
for a delegate to the convention.
We wrote and phoned for money
this year but there was no ans-
wer.” ™

Finding enough money to atten
meeting and conventions 1:; a prob-
lem,

Mrs. Ben Paul of Richmond,
granddaughter of the late Plerre
Lewis, Chief of Okanagan No, 1
band for 27 years, said at the rally
that ' her mother, Mrs, Ben Lewis
of Vernon would be there if she
could sell her horse. She sold it
and‘she was there by noon.

Many others couldn't make it, but
phoned their encouragement.

The Homemakers say they want
more than sewing and cooking from
their clubs now — they want to be
bargaining agents between the In-
dian Affairs” and the reserves,
Many of the clubs already act as
counselling groups on the reserves
and in many areas are recognized
as spokesmen for their bands.

NO ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Mrs. Burns Mussell of Chilli-
wack's Skwah band said, “We feel
we should be heard here—that are
s0 many of us. We have sent resolu-
tions to the Department, but we've
received no acknowledgement that
they have received them. There
has been no action.”

They decided that an executive
on provineial level would have
more influence, provide administra-
tion for funds they hope to raise
in a province-wide tag day, keep
their business together, keep con-
tact with all the other clubs and fol-
low up resolutions made.

The Indian women have much to
say, but they feel no one is listen-
ing and no one is interested.

They want people to know more
about Indians, and they want
people to hear their objections, ob-
servations, complaints and opinions,

ALLOWED TO DIE

They claim that Indians are al-
lowed to die in situations where
help would be brought for non-
Indians. They say they are wvery
concerned about the high rate of
suicides among Indians, the sui-
cides caused by hopelessness and
frustration on the reserves.

They claim inequality in treat-
ment from welfare agencies *who
insist they go through not only the
welfare "agency but the Indian
agency as well,

‘Would they like to see the aboli-
tion of the Department of Indian
Affairs?

The answers varied with ttlzlal':h
woman—some saylng yes, others
saying no, and still others saying
not ‘just yet, but eventually. *T'd

to see more of our people have
more education than those working
in those offices,” said one member,
Before the Department is abolish-
ed, they agreed, they have to be
stronger. They have to get along
together, and the Indian organiza-
tions which don't work together
must start to do so.

They met from 10 in the morning
until five in the afternoon with just
a half hour lunch stop, and came
away exhilarated with hope and
ideas. They came away savoring
independence and wantlvng to find
out why, as one member put it
“they are not treated as other citi-
zens,”

MEN DON'T UNDERSTAND

At thé rally, chairman Mrs. Doug-
las commented that “the men don't,
really understand what we're try-
ing to do (a sentiment universally
shared by many husbands of club
women) but they expect to go
ahead just the same and to be “just
like everybody else.”

Named president was Mrs. Earl
Underhill of North Surrey; vice-
president, Mrs. Rose Charlie of
Harrison Mills; second vice-presi-
dent, Mrs. Simon Baker, wife of
Chief Baker of Squamish; record-
ing secretary, Miss Marlina Peters
of ,Vancouver, formerly Mount Cur-
rie; corresponding secretary, Miss
Laura Williams of Harrison Mills;
treasurer, Miss Virginia Peters,
Harrison Mills,
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LESS HATRED

Editor, Native Voice.

I would, be more in favor of the
‘Native Voice’ if its attitude were a
little more one of good will, with
a little less hatred and bitterness.
If we nurture hatreds because of
the past which nobody can change
now, consider how hopeless is the
world situation after two great
wars. The quicker we forget cer-
tain things, the better.

Do Indians still believe that any-
body can lay claim to large areas
of the earth, merely hecause their
ancestors lived there? Do they not
recognize that nobody can make
binding and lasting agreements for
generations yet unborn, for the
simple reasafi”:thbat the unborn
generation may not agree and liv-
ing men always win arguments
over dead ones?

As an instrument of goodwill and
liaison, the Native Voice can per-
form a vast service for all Cana-
dians — nothing can be gained for
anybody by keeping ill-will alive.
Why not get with all the progres-
sive Indians who have made good,
who hate nobody in particular, who
ask for their people — particularly
the younger ones — a chance to
succeed without diserimination, and
who make no such wild claims as
owning all British Columbia!

There are many Native people
who are reasonable and progres-
sive, a credit to their race and to
mankind. Very often the haters, it
would seem, want concessions of
0il and negotiable assets that they
may squander these in drunken
debauchery on Reserves where
even their .Qa.uzgtem are unsafe..
S0 many cases,
white man has been his own worst

enemy. If Indian culture is so.

superior, why have Indians adopted
whiteman’s vices more readily than
any other part of his culture, gen-
erally? Best Wishes, Native Voice,
for another look!
Eldred Miller
Namao Pastoral
Charge of United
Church of Canada.

he Indian not '{E:Eg'
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Paget

The NATIVE VOICE

School Superintendent

VICTORIA, B.C. — Donald A.
Smith, a Cree Indian from Mani-
toba, has been appointed superin-
tendent of Indian schools for the
north coast district of British Col-
lumbia. He is the first Indian to
hold a school superintendent’s
position in the province.

Canadian Author’s
Book on School

Textbook List

" PORT ALBERNI, B.C.—George
Clutesi, Sheshaht Indian poet, art-
ist and lecturer, has written a
book about his people called “Son
of Raven, Son of Deer.”

It has been added to the pre-
scribed textbook list for- 1968 —
probably the first time in Canadian
history that a book written by an
Indian huf been so listed.

Clutesi, well known as one of the
finest painters of British Colum-
bia’s native art, was invited to
paint a mural for the Indians of
Canada Pavilion at Expo '67.

INDIAN PLIGHT
'MAJOR SHAME'

HALIFAX — Robert Andras,
minister’ without portfolio, said re-
cently the continuing plight of In-
dians is Canada's “earliest failure
and probably its major national
shame.

“We must and should bring about
a dramatic reversal in our past
performance,” he said.

¥ d ‘8961 1d3S ‘@210A SAIEN

* Indians reject plan

Four B.C. Indian groups
voled Sunday to reject the
federal government's pro-
posal to repeal the Indian Act
and turn over responsibility
for Indian matters to the prov-
inces,

More than 100 delegates
from the Native Brotherhood
of B.C., the Southern Van-
couver Island Tribal Federa-
tion, the Confederation of Na-
tive Indians and B.C. Indian
Ho m e makers’  Association
voted ‘“‘almost unanimously”
to reject the proposal, said
spokesman Ben Paul. *-

Indian Affairs Minister Jean
Chretien, who had asked a
meeting  with 25 delegates
al the regional office in Van-
couver today. will be invited
fo meet with the groups al
the Musqueam Hall instead,
said Paul.

Questions of legal puaran-
tees in land, and hereditary,
aboriginal, educational, health
and welfare, offshore and re-
claimed land rights must be
settled, said Paul.

He said the Indian delegates
were concerned that the ma-
chinery was already in motion
1o implement the policy over
five vears, without consulta-
tion with the Indians concer-
ned.

*As far as these groups are
concerned the Indians here
have never been conquered,
and we want to be compen-
sated for aH the lands in B.C.
which belonged to the In-
dians.”

Paul said the Indian groups
want to draw up- their own
policy under their own terms
of reference to protect these
rights.

Chretien called for equal
rights for Indians and propos-

ed repeal of the Indian Act.

services to Indians and the
Indian Affairs department
would be wiped out in five
vears. .

Paul claimed Chretien al-
ready had sent a letter to In-
dian Affairs personnel say-

ing the policy will be imple-

-The provinces would take over—" "mented as soon as possible.

Vancouver Province, July 7 1969
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. B.C. Indian chiefs

vote for united front

Special to The Province

KAMLOOPS — B..'s
Indian chiefs voted unani-
mously Thursday to establish
a united front to deal with
problems common to B.C.
Indians.

The resolution introduced by
Heber Maitland of Kitimat
and seconded by Nick Prince
of Fort St. James asked the

chiefs’ conference here to
reaffirm its adherence to the
principle of a united body
dealing with problems
common ‘“to all our people in
B:C.**

Maitland said it is in the
best interests of Indians if
they speak with one voice on
questions of Indian status,
land claims based on aborigi-
nal titles, administration of
reserve lands and other issues
such as those arising from the
federal government’s new
policy proposals.

The conference did not give
any indication what the organ-
ization's structure will be.

Guy Williams, president of
the Indian Brotherhood of
B.C., said, Indians have never
attained unity but throughout

 the years they héve ﬁevei\ lost

sight of it. 5,

“We have to strive for unity
to create a better way of life
for -our people. We have all
lived in hopes that one day
there will be unity among the
B.C. Indians. You're very
close to that now,” said
Williams.

He sald that adopting the
resolution was a simple task
but “in passing it you must
shoulder the responsibility
that will be yours to keep and
support the organization that
will be spawned on the trust
that is being put before you.”

- Other appeals for unity were
made by James Stelkia of
Oliver, Chief John George of
North Vancouver, Mrs.
Evelyn Paul of the Indian
Homekakers Association,
Richmond, and Chief James
Gosnell of New Aiyanish.

Chief Gosnell said even the
weakest band should be part
of the united organization.

“Some people like me are
speaking for 1,100 people but
other delegates are speaking
here for six people,” he said.

“It is the six that we have to
concerned about and consider.
They are not unified by
strength of numbers.”

B : J
Chief Harvey Jules of Chase

appealed to delegates to consi-
der the future generations
“who will come after we can
be united and walk forward
together, shoulder - to - shoul-
der, and that is the only way
we can survive and pave the
road for our future people.”
Chief Earl Tatoosh of Port
Alberni and Chief Cecil Mack
of Ucluelet urged unity but
called for the rejection of the
federal government’s White

. Paper on Indian policy.

“We want a strong, united
front to tackle the White
Paper,” said Mack urging
“thiefs to watch what the fed-
eral government is doing.

Chief Wilson Bob of Welling-
ton said he would not join with
other chiefs and delegates “to
have my picture taken under
false pretenses.”

- He said that if the chiefs
were to be photographed
together they must first
decide on unity.

When conference chairman
Gus Gottfriedsen of Kamloops
called for the vote it was
given unanimous approval and
was followed by one minute of
applause and table - thump-
ing. -
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11 Indian peoples’ future

10 which is now at stake

Meeting ends

_The first annual B.C. Indian
chiefs conference which.closes

sessions, struck an interim
commitiee yesterday to bring

organizational structure of the

united front.
The chiefs had earlier agreed

indian people.

The committee is made up of
Dennis Alphonse of Cowichan;
Gus Gottfriedsen, Kamloops
band councillor;
Maitland of Kitimat;
Mathias of North Vancouver,
Mrs. Ben Paul of the Indian
Homemakers Association and

a resident of Richmond; and
Phillip Paul of Qualicum

to present a united front to |of yesterda
discuss problems facing the |that while
principles that are acceptable
to some’ Indians and other
Indians do not accept an{vepart
of the .white lEalmr. it
Heber |resolved that ‘‘this
Joe |strike a committee responsible

in city today

Alvin Dixon of the Depart-

ment of Indian Affairs will act
this afternoon after six days of |as advisor. -

Delegates also tabled a

resolution that called for the .

in recommendations on the [drafting of a counter proposal *
to the federal government’s
white paper on Indian policy.

The resolution, debated most °
dfternoon, stated °
e white paper has

conference

for drafting a counter proposal
to the said policy."”

The resolution also stated
that this committee report its
final draft of proposals to the

Beach.

“Be it further resolved that
the federal government be
requested to discontinue all
negotiations with the Indian
qug;le of the province of B.C.
with respect to its policy of
British lumbia until such
time as the counter proposals
are presented.”

The resolution also called for
the report on the white paper
R;epared by former Kamloops

P Davie Fulton to be used as
a guideline.
fter a shuffling of guest
speakers and possible guest
speakers coupled with poor
airline connections, Gu
Williams, President of - the
Native Brotherhood of B.C.,J
was guest speaker at last
;usoght‘s banquet attended by

Indian Affairs Minister Jean

ext chiefs conference.

Counter proposals

appear at the banguet but said
Wednesday he couldn’t make it
because of an important debate
that was in the House Friday.

It was then thought that Bill
Mussell, a Vancouver Island
Indian and special assistant to
Mr. Chretien would attend the
banquet.

The banquet was delayed
more than an hour waiting his
arrival and the PWA m-
peder flight-from Calgary was
also delayed but Mr, Mussell
failed to make plane con-
nections in Calgary.

Mr. Williams, ,who was
slated to introduce Mr.
Mussell, then assumed the job
as guest speaker.

He said the Native
Brotherhood is the oldest In-
dian organization in B.C. as it

Chretien was first slated to

Referring
Williams said,

some of the effort that went
into .preparing this _pa&er. We
may not agree with it. We may
want more than it is prepared
to offer us.”

*“Those who came to Canada
did their best to exterminate
us. The Indian people survived
but our society was destroyed
and the white people failed to
put us into their level. That is
the one thing they failed to do.
“At least after the Roman
invaders left England after 400
years they left roads. I un-

was founded in May 1917,

Should note effort

to the govern-|derstand you have a man in
ment's white lgaper Mr. [this city who claims to have
“Perhaps the |built man

government should explain|back to

roads. [ say, ‘Go
urope and leave us
the roads."”

Mr. Williams challenged
Indians to accept the offer of
the white society, to accept at
least .a_portion of the white
pafer. but only accept if the
offers are made to the Indian
people as equals! '

Delegates are faced with 33
resolutions today and, ac--
cording to Kami chief
Clarence Jules, the debate on
resolutions will determine if
the conference is a success oL
not.

6961 7T NAON ‘[Punuas Ajieqg sdoojwey|

It is a great pity that Indian Affairs
Minister Jean Chretien was unable to
keep his commitment to speak tonight at
the Indian Chiefs’ Conference in

. Kamloops. .

6961 LZ AON ‘[ounuas Ajieq sdoojwey ‘[elionp3

The minister informed the con-
ference two days ago of his inability to
attend because of other pressing
business—presumably in the House—but
it is difficult to imagine business any
more important than the opportunity to
meet all the Indian leaders of one
province, to explain the federal
government's white paper policy
proposals for Indians and, most im-
portant, to hear what the Indians
themselves have:to say about those

proposals. Here was a hand-made op- .

portunity for a free exchange of views on
a most controversial issue: policy
proposals which the Hon. Davie Fulton
has stated could mean the end of the
Indians as a people, and for which
Alberta Indian leader Harold Cardinal
has called complete rejection.

These are proposals which the Indian
people have stated were formulated
unilaterally and without consultation of

those to be affected. These are proposals
which would make the provinces
responsible for Indian affairs with the
provincial governments assuming the
costs. But, as Mr. Fulton pointed out in
his appraisal of the white paper
proposals, “It is doubtful that the
provinces would agree in any event and
this would seem to be an attempt by the
federal government to evade or abandon
its constitutional authority.”

So here we have a people—the first
Canadians—faced with the dilemma that
no level of government apparently wants
to assist them to attain equal status with
non-Indians, and to receive the same
treatment and benefits as non-Indians.
Under these circumstances, it is not
surprising that the 154 chiefs who have
been meeting here this week have
produced wide divergences of opinion on
how to deal with the situation. -

To Mr. Chretien a particular piece of
House business may be more important,
but to the Indians of this nation nothing
is more important than their future as a
people. Mr. Chretien’s absence is, to say
the least, unfortunate. )
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2005-2006 Accords and Agreements

Monarch: Queen Elizabeth ||

Prime Minister: Paul Martin, to February 2006; Stephen Harper, from February 2006
Premier: Gordon Campbell

Federal Ministry: Indian Affairs and Northern Development Canada

In the News

2005 The Supreme Court of Canada asserts Canada was 75% responsible and the churches
25% responsible for damages in Blackwater v. Plint.

2005 Nov In Kelowna BC, First Ministers and National Aboriginal Leaders sign an agreement to
strengthen relationships; this becomes known as the Kelowna Accord.

2005 Nov The claims for compensation by thousands of Indian Residential School Survivors

represented in class action lawsuits are resolved with the Indian Residential School
Settlement Agreement.

2006 March A new federal government dismisses the Kelowna Accord, advocating different
strategies for Aboriginal affairs.

2006 March ~ The United Nations General Assembly establishes the UN Human Rights Council

2007 Duncan Campbell Scott and Joseph Trutch are placed on historian’s panel of Worst
Canadians.

2007 Sept The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is signed in New
York; Canada does not endorse it until 2010.

Backgrounder The number of claims filed against Canada
The first decade of the 21st century was a pivotal continued to grow, and in 2002 a National Class
time for the changing relationship between First Action was filed for compensation for all former
Nations and other Canadians. Much of this was Indian Residential school students in Canada, as
brought about through the courts. well as their family members.

In the 1990s Indian Residential School survivors As a result of further judgements by the
began to take legal action to get compensation Supreme Court going against Canada, and the
for physical and sexual abuse they had suffered. overwhelming number of lawsuits seeking
At first these were individual claims but in 1996 compensation, Canada and nearly 80,000
the first class action suit was initiated by Nora survivors reached an agreement, called the Indian
Bernard in Nova Scotia. By 1998 there were Residential School Settlement Agreement, in 2005.
more than a thousand claims against the federal Out of this agreement came the commitment
government. That year, Canada issued a “Statement not only for individual compensation, but for
of Reconciliation” apologizing for the tragedy of the creation of the Truth and Reconciliation
the Residential Schools. Commission, and moneys dedicated to a healing

process.
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1 Supreme Court of Canada Judgement

Blackwater v. Plint 2005 (excerpts)

SUPREME COURT OF CANADA

Citation: Blackwater v. Plint, [2005] 3 S.C.R. 3, 2005 SCC
58

Date: 20051021

Docket: 30176

The judgment of the Court was delivered by
THE CHIEF JUSTICE —

1. Introduction

1 Are the Government of Canada and the United
Church of Canada (“Church”) liable to Aboriginal stu-
dents who attended residential schools operated by them
in British Columbia in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s? If so,
on what legal basis are they liable, and how should liabil-
ity be apportioned between them? Finally, what damages
should be awarded? These are the central questions on this
appeal.

2 The appeal arises from four actions commenced in
1996 by 27 former residents of the Alberni Indian Resi-
dential School (“AIRS”) claiming damages for sexual
abuse and other harm. The children had been taken from
their families pursuant to the Indian Act, S.C. 1951, c. 29,
and sent to the school, which had been established by the
Church’s predecessor, the Presbyterian Church of Canada,
in 1891 to provide elementary and high school educa-
tion to Aboriginal children whose families resided in re-
mote locations on the west coast of Vancouver Island. The
children were cut off from their families and culture and
made to speak English. They were disciplined by corporal
punishment. Some, like the appellant Mr. Barney, were re-
peatedly and brutally sexually assaulted.

3 A number of former students, including Mr. Barney,
brought an action for damages for the wrongs they had
suffered. The trial proceeded in two stages; an inquiry into
vicarious liability ((1998), 52 B.C.L.R. (3d) 18 (“1998 deci-
sion”)) followed by a further liability and damages assess-
ment three years later ((2001), 93 B.C.L.R. (3d) 228, 2001
BCSC 997 (2001 decision”)).

4 The trial judge found that all claims other than
those of a sexual nature were statute-barred. He held a

4 N
Legal Glossary

non-delegable statutory duty: an
obligation that only one body can hold, and
can not delegate

+ statute-barred: when an offense occurred
too far in the past to be allowed at trial

« vicarious liability: when one body is liable
for the negligence of another body, even
though the first body was not directly
responsible for the injury.

- J

dormitory supervisor, Plint, liable to six plaintiffs for
sexual assault. He held Canada liable for the assaults on
the basis of breach of non-delegable statutory duty, and
also found that Canada and the Church were jointly and
vicariously liable for these wrongs. He apportioned fault
75 percent to Canada and 25 percent to the Church. The
trial judge awarded Mr. Barney $125,000 general damages
and $20,000 aggravated damages, against the Church and
Canada. In addition, the trial judge awarded Mr. Barney
punitive damages against Plint in the sum of $40,000 plus
a future counselling fee of $5,000. Other plaintiffs were
awarded amounts commensurate with their situations.

5  All the parties appealed to the B.C. Court of Appeal.
The Court of Appeal applied a doctrine of charitable im-
munity to exempt the Church from liability and to place
all liability on Canada on the basis of vicarious liabil-
ity ((2003), 21 B.C.L.R. (4th) 1, 2003 BCCA 671). It ex-
pressed the view that Canada was more responsible than
the Church and in a better position to compensate for
the damage, and concluded that vicarious liability should
not be imposed on the Church. It also granted one of the
plaintiffs, M.J., a new trial, and increased the damages of
two others. The Court of Appeal awarded Mr. Barney an
additional $20,000 for loss of future earning opportunity.
Otherwise, it maintained the differing awards for sexual
abuse.

6  The plaintiff Mr. Barney and the defendant Canada
now appeal to this Court. Mr. Barney alleges errors in the
application of the principles of liability and the assessment
of damages. [...]

7  Canada raises the following issues relating to liabil-
ity and fault:

1. Whether in the circumstances of this case the
Court of Appeal erred in granting the Church
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charitable immunity from vicarious liability;

2. Whether the trial judge erred in finding Canada
owed and breached a non-delegable duty arising
from the Indian Act such that Canada is liable for
the abuse the plaintiffs suffered at the AIRS; and

3. Whether the trial judge erred in apportioning fault
between Canada and the Church on anything but
an equal basis in circumstances where both defen-
dants were liable solely on no-fault legal principles.

8 The two appeals, considered together, raise the follow-
ing legal issues, which I propose to deal with in order:

—

. Negligence

. Vicarious liability

. The doctrine of charitable immunity

. Non-delegable statutory duty

. Fiduciary duty

. Apportionment of damages

. Damages: the effect of prior harm

. General and aggravated damages: quantum
. Punitive damages

10. Loss of future opportunity

O 0 NI O\ Ul v W N

9 A more general issue lurks beneath the surface of a
number of the specific legal issues. It concerns how claims
such as this, which reach back many years, should be
proved, and the role of historic and social science evidence
in proving issues of liability and damages. For example, to
what extent is evidence of generalized policies toward Ab-
original children relevant? Can such evidence lighten the
burden of proving specific fault and damage in individual
cases? I conclude that general policies and practices may
provide relevant context for assessing claims for damages
in cases such as this. However, government policy by itself
does not create a legally actionable wrong. For that, the law
requires specific wrongful acts causally connected to dam-
age suffered. This appeal must be decided on the evidence
adduced at trial and considered by the Court of Appeal.

10 In the result, I conclude that the Court of Appeal
erred in finding that the Church was protected by the doc-
trine of charitable immunity, and that the trial judge erred
in finding a non-delegable statutory duty on Canada on
the terms of the Indian Act. I would not interfere with the
trial judge’s conclusions on negligence, vicarious liability,
breach of fiduciary duty or the assessment of damages.

2.2 Vicarious Liability

18  The trial judge accepted that the Church and Cana-
da were vicariously liable for the wrongful acts of the dor-
mitory supervisor, Plint. The Court of Appeal disagreed.
While it upheld the trial judge’s finding that Canada was
vicariously liable because of its control over the principal
and activities at AIRS, the court held that the Church’s
non-profit status exempted it from any liability.

19 I conclude that the trial judge was correct in con-
cluding that both the Church and Canada are vicariously
liable for the wrongful acts of Plint.

20  Vicarious liability may be imposed where there is a
significant connection between the conduct authorized by
the employer or controlling agent and the wrong. Having
created or enhanced the risk of the wrongful conduct, it
is appropriate that the employer or operator of the enter-
prise be held responsible, even though the wrongful act
may be contrary to its desires: Bazley v. Curry, [1999] 2
S.C.R. 534. The fact that wrongful acts may occur is a cost
of business. The imposition of vicarious liability in such
circumstances serves the policy ends of providing an ad-
equate remedy to people harmed by an employee and of
promoting deterrence. When determining whether vicar-
ious liability should be imposed, the court bases its deci-
sion on several factors, which include: (a) the opportunity
afforded by the employer’s enterprise for the employee to
abuse his power; (b) the extent to which the wrongful act
furthered the employer’s interests; (c) the extent to which
the employment situation created intimacy or other con-
ditions conducive to the wrongful act; (d) the extent of
power conferred on the employee in relation to the victim;
and (e) the vulnerability of potential victims.

21 I turn first to the vicarious liability of the Church.
On the documents, the Church was Plint’s immediate em-
ployer. Plint was in charge of the dormitory in which Mr.
Barney slept and was answerable to the Church. The trial
judge considered the legal test for vicarious liability and
concluded that the Church was one of Plint’s employers.
It employed him in furtherance of its interest in provid-
ing residential education to Aboriginal children, and gave
him the control and opportunity that made it possible for
him to prey on vulnerable victims. In these circumstances,
the trial judge found the Church, together with Canada,
to be vicariously liable for Plint’s sexual assault of the chil-
dren. However, the Court of Appeal concluded that be-
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cause of management arrangements between the Church
and Canada, the Church could not be considered Plint’s
employer for purposes of vicarious liability.

22 'The trial judge made at least eight factual findings
that support his conclusion that the Church was one of
Plint’s employers in every sense of the word and should be
vicariously liable for the assault.

[Paragraphs 23 to 31 not included]

32 The Court of Appeal, in rejecting the Church’s vi-
carious liability, relied on Canada’s degree of control over
AIRS, the Church’s specific mandate to promote Christian
education, and the difficulty of holding two defendants —
Canada and the Church — vicariously liable for the same
wrong. I conclude that none of these considerations ne-
gate the imposition of vicarious liability on the Church.

33  The Court of Appeals first reason for not imposing
vicarious liability on the Church is that this would be in-
appropriate, given the degree of control over the opera-
tions exercised by the government. [...]

34  Despite these assertions, the incontrovertible reality
is that the Church played a significant role in the running
of the school. It hired, fired and supervised the employ-
ees. It did so for the government of Canada, but also for
its own end of promoting Christian education to Aborigi-
nal children. The trial judge’s conclusion that the Church
shared a degree of control of the situation that gave rise to
the wrong is not negated by the argument that as a matter
of law Canada retained residual control, nor by formalistic
arguments that the Church was only the agent of Canada.
Canada had an important role, to be sure, which the trial
judge recognized in holding it vicariously liable for 75
percent of the loss. But that does not negate the Church’s
role and the vicarious liability it created.

35 The Court of Appeal’s second reason for not holding
the Church vicariously liable is that Plint’s employment as
dormitory supervisor fell outside the only area in which
the Church was mandated to make decisions — the provi-
sion of a Christian education. Again, this argument flies in
the face of reality. The Church in fact ran the dormitory, as
well as other parts of the school. Whether or not that fell
within some formal definition of its objects is irrelevant.

36  The third reason, and the one that seems to drive the
decision of the Court of Appeal on the Church’s vicarious
liability, is discomfort with the idea that two defendants
can be vicariously liable for the same conduct.

37  'This concern, however, may be misplaced. There is
much to support the view of P. S. Atiyah in Vicarious Li-
ability in the Law of Torts (1967), that “[t]here is, of course,
no reason why two employers should not jointly employ a
servant, and this would normally be the case with the em-
ployees of a partnership. Here the servant is the servant of
each partner and of all jointly, and they are all jointly and
severally liable for the servant’s torts”: p. 149. Thus, joint vi-
carious liability is acceptable where there is a partnership.

38 In this case, the trial judge specifically found a part-
nership between Canada and the Church, as opposed to
finding that each acted independently of the other. No
compelling jurisprudential reason has been adduced to
justify limiting vicarious liability to only one employer,
where an employee is employed by a partnership. Indeed,
if an employer with de facto control over an employee is
not liable because of an arbitrary rule requiring only one
employer for vicarious liability, this would undermine the
principles of fair compensation and deterrence. I conclude
that the Church should be found jointly vicariously liable
with Canada for the assaults, contrary to the conclusions
of the Court of Appeal.

3. Conclusion

97 I conclude that the Court of Appeal erred in finding
that the Church was not vicariously liable for the sexual
abuse to Mr. Barney. The Court of Appeal also misapplied
Bazley to find the Church immune from liability. The trial
judge erred in finding a non-delegable statutory duty on
the terms of the Indian Act. The trial judge correctly ap-
portioned the damages unequally between the Church
and Canada. No basis has been established for finding
negligence, breach of fiduciary duty or for reassessing the
damage awards in this case.

98 The appeal of Mr. Barney is dismissed. The appeal of
Canada is allowed in part. The judgment of the trial judge
on the issues of joint vicarious liability against the Church
and Canada, and assessment and apportionment of dam-
ages, is restored. The judgment of the Court of Appeal on
the issue of charitable immunity is set aside. The Court of
Appeal’s award to Mr. Barney for loss of future earning op-
portunity is upheld. In the circumstances, I would make
no order as to costs, leaving each party to bear its own
costs.

Source: http://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/2239/index.do
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2 Supreme Court of British Columbia Approves the
Residential School Settlement Agreement, 2006

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
Quatell v. Attorney General of Canada,

2006 BCSC 1840

Date: 20061215

Before: The Honourable Chief Justice Brenner
Reasons for Judgment

INTRODUCTION

[1]  Thisis an application for certification of this action as a
class proceeding and for approval of a proposed settlement.
The underlying case relates to claims arising throughout Can-
ada as a result of the existence and operation of institutions
known collectively as “Indian Residential Schools.” Parallel
proceedings have been filed in nine jurisdictions in Canada
and approval of the proposed settlement in each jurisdiction
is a condition precedent to the resolution of all of the pend-
ing class action cases.

[2] The residences and numbers of the proposed class
members may be seen in the following information assembled
in 2001 and provided to the court by one of plaintiff's counsel:

Ontario (including Atlantic) - 11,257

Quebec - 10,479

Manitoba - 8,736

Saskatchewan - 14,911

Alberta - 11,002

British Columbia - 14,391

Territories - 7,724
Counsel advise that these numbers have likely reduced by
some 6% as of 2006.

[3] The parties authorized the judges in the nine jurisdic-
tions to communicate with each other prior to, during and
following the hearings in each jurisdiction.[...] My colleagues
have summarized the history of the residential schools and
the tragic consequences for many who attended. They also
describe and analyze the settlement terms.| concur with their
reasons and analysis.

[4] | conclude that the requirements for certification pur-
suant to the Class Proceedings Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 50 have
been met and the proposed settlement is fair, reasonable and
in the best interests of the Class, subject to the matters raised
by Winkler J and itemized by Ball J at paragraph 19 of his rea-
sons. In these reasons, | deal with certain additional matters
raised during the B.C.application

[5] Inthis court the hearing proceeded for five days. In ad-
dition to the submissions of counsel, in excess of eighty ob-
jectors spoke directly to the court. Many others filed written
submissions either at the hearing or subsequently. In his rea-
sons, Winkler J comments that the residential school policy
“has now been widely acknowledged as a seriously flawed
failure.”In their statements to the court, the objectors under-
scored the accuracy of that observation. Most spoke of their
experience at residential school.While each had an individual
story to tell, there were also common shared themes that ran
through many of the submissions: being taken from home,
often forcibly, at an early age; having their language and cul-
ture banned;and being prevented from even communicating
with their siblings at the same school.They described poor or
inadequate food, harsh corporal punishment and instances
of physical and sexual abuse.

[6]  Many of the objectors had concerns with the proposed
settlement. Others supported it. Yet others spoke of being
torn between the advantage of accepting the proposed set-
tlement and their concerns with a number of the provisions
of the Settlement Agreement.

[71  This settlement represents a compromise of disputed
claims. For that reason it is undoubtedly the case that claim-
ants will not be happy with every provision of the settlement.
Some might well choose to reject it. However, those members
of the class who decide that the disadvantages of the Settle-
ment Agreement outweigh its advantages are free to opt out
of the provisions of the Class Proceedings Act and pursue
their individual claims against the defendants. If they choose
to opt out, nothing in this class proceeding will affect them or
any actions they may choose to bring.In my view, the opt out
right supports approval of the agreement.

[8]  Another factor favouring approval of the agreement
is the Common Experience Payment (“CEP”). This may be
claimed by any class member solely on the basis of atten-
dance at an Indian Residential School. They do not have to
prove that they suffered any injury or harm; they are only re-
quired to establish the fact of their attendance.

[9] Avrepeated themein these cases is the effect that atten-
dance at Indian Residential Schools had on the language and
culture of Indian children.These were largely destroyed. How-
ever, no court has yet recognized the loss of language and
culture as a recoverable tort. Even if such a loss was action-
able, most claims would now be statute barred by the Limita-
tion Act,R.S.B.C. 1996, c.266.The CEP can therefore be viewed,
at least in part, as compensation for a loss not recoverable
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at law. In my view, this represents an important advantage to
the class.

[10] The class members who wish to also advance a claim
for serious physical or sexual abuse can choose to partici-
pate in the Independent Assessment Process(“IAP”). The IAP
should provide a fair and expeditious means of having these
claims assessed and paid. Since most claims for abuse of a
non-sexual nature are also statute barred under B.C. law, the
IAP offers a recovery mechanism not otherwise available to
the class members in this province.

[11] Thatsaid, it is nonetheless imperative that the adminis-
trative deficiencies raised by Winkler J be addressed.For more
than 100 years, Canada was principally responsible for the
residential schools. In the leading case of Blackwater v. Plint,
[2005] 3 S.C.R. 3,2005 SCC 58, the Supreme Court of Canada
ruled that Canada was 75% at fault for the abuse suffered by
students at the Alberni Indian Residential School.

[12] Many objectors expressed concern over the fact that
Canada, the very party that was largely responsible for creat-
ing this problem, will be administering this settlement. Not
surprisingly, the class members do not have a high level of
confidence in Canada’s ability to fairly or properly deal with
them. In my view, this particular dynamic adds additional
weight to the concerns articulated by Winkler J.

[13] | agree that Canada’s administrative function should
be completely isolated from the litigation function, with an
autonomous supervisor or supervisory board reporting ulti-
mately to the courts. As Winkler J states in his Reasons, this
separation will serve to protect the interests of the class
members and insulate Canada from unfounded conflict of
interest claims.

[14] In saying this | am not critical of the efforts of the par-
ties, including Canada, to date in this case. Likely, the parties
focussed on reaching an acceptable settlement and only
when that was done turned their minds to its execution.
Some of the challenges are accurately described in the affi-
davit material filed by Canada. However, what is readily ap-
parent to everyone in this case is the necessity to avoid yet
another exercise in failed paternalism, real or perceived. For
this reason | agree with Winkler J and would condition my
approval on the filing of an administration plan acceptable to
the courts.

LEGAL FEES [paragraphs 15 to 20 not included]
ISSUES ARISING

[21] | now propose to respond to a number of issues that
arose during the B.C. hearing.

DAY STUDENTS NOT COVERED

[22] This agreement and the certification will cover only
those individuals who were in residence at an Indian Resi-
dential School. Many individuals attended these schools, but
only as day pupils. While they did not live at the residential
schools, their housing arrangements were nonetheless prob-
lematic. They, as well, were forced to live far from their homes
and families; they too suffered loss of language and culture.
They were subject to abuse both at the residential schools
during the day and in the homes where they lived outside
school hours. They experienced similar challenges to those
who resided at the schools.

[23] Counsel for the plaintiffs advised me that the inclusion
of the day students in the settlement was the subject of ex-
tensive negotiation.They said that the agreement was a com-
promise, which in the result meant they could not achieve the
inclusion of these students in the class.

[24] However, although they are excluded from the settle-
ment, the defendants have agreed that day students will be
eligible to advance an IAP claim should they so choose.|f they
participate in the IAP process, those day students who suf-
fered serious physical abuse will be able to advance claims
that are likely statute barred. Those who wish to advance
claims for sexual abuse will have a choice between the IAP
process and the court system. In addition, since the day stu-
dents are not class members, there will be no need for them
to formally opt out in order to preserve their IAP claim, which
they will be at liberty to advance within the time limits set out
in the Settlement Agreement.

HEALING FUND

[25] Canada has agreed to commit $125 million over five
years for a healing fund. Many objectors said that the funding
would be insufficient and the time line too short. Many objec-
tors observed that the damage done by the Indian Residen-
tial Schools went on for over a century and that the healing
process would likely and understandably take longer than
five years.

[26] The healing fund is a very positive aspect of the Set-
tlement Agreement. While more may be required, it does
contain a provision (paragraph 8.01) wherein Canada can
revisit the question of the healing fund on or before the
fourth anniversary of the fund. While Canada is not obligat-
ed to extend the time or the funding under the Settlement
Agreement, that provision at least contemplates a review to
assess whether the object of the healing fund has been met.

VERIFICATION PROCESS

[27] To receive the CEP, class members must prove their at-
tendance at an Indian Residential School. For most members
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of the class this will not cause any difficulty as attendance re-
cords are available. However, for some members of the class
particularly the older members, the Churches and/or Canada
have either lost or destroyed the attendance records and,
hence, it will be difficult for them to prove their CEP claims.
At the hearing, counsel advised me that Canada was working
to overcome this difficulty. At the end of the hearing coun-
sel advised that Canada has agreed to convene a meeting of
the National Administration Committee to consider solutions.
Counsel advised that they expected to be able to report a res-
olution of this problem to the court by the end of November.

[28] It is important that CEP recoveries for the class mem-
bers not be prejudiced because Canada or the other defen-
dants have discarded the attendance records. Given the ad-
vanced years of those most affected by this, an early solution
is imperative. | will look forward to the further report from
counsel.

NOTIFICATION] [paragraph 29 not included]
APOLOGY

[30] The Settlement Agreement and the financial commit-
ments of Canada and the other defendants to resolve the In-
dian Residential School claims is a very positive development.
However, many of the objectors said that if the parties, both
class members and defendants, are to successfully put the
tragedy of the Indian Residential Schools behind them, it is
necessary that a full and appropriate apology be proffered to
those who have suffered as a result of these schools. Minister
Jane Stewart did read a statement of regret in the House of
Commons several years ago,but many of the objectors said
that this was insufficient.

[31]1 The Leadership Council of British Columbia is an unin-
corporated entity comprised of the Executive of the Assem-
bly of First Nations (BC Region), the First Nations Summit and
the Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs. The Leadership
Council submitted that “a formal and unequivocal apology
from the Prime Minister of Canada to the Aboriginal People
of Canada must be an integral part of this settlement. It is fur-
ther submitted that in order to work towards achieving true
resolution, the form of apology should include a request for
forgiveness.”

[32] As | explained at the hearing, the court does not have
the power to order or direct Canada to issue such an apology.
Even if the court had such power, an apology offered pursu-
ant to an order of the court would be of doubtful value; its
underlying compulsion would destroy its effectiveness.

[33]However, | received many eloquent and passionate sub-
missions from objectors seeking a suitable recognition by
Canada of the inordinate suffering of the Aboriginal peoples

caused by the Indian Residential School experience and ex-
pressing the hope that they could receive a full apology from
the leader of Canada’s government.

[34] There is an important cultural component to this. As
submitted by counsel for the Leadership Council of British
Columbia: “Aboriginal Justice Systems almost always stress
reconciliation. Aboriginal Justice Systems also usually stress
the need to restore harmony and peace to a community.
Leaving parties dissatisfied or with feelings of inadequacy
or lack of completion does not restore community harmony
or peace. For Aboriginal students of Residential Schools and
their families, an apology will acknowledge the wrong suf-
fered by them and validate their struggle for compensation
and redress.”

[35] Although | am making no order and | am issuing no di-
rections, | would respectfully request counsel for Canada to
ask that the Prime Minister give consideration to issuing a full
and unequivocal apology on behalf of the people of Canada
in the House of Commons.

[36] Clearly by committing to these settlement negotia-
tions and by entering into the Settlement Agreement and the
ongoing process, Canada has recognized its past failures with
respect to the Indian Residential Schools. However, based on
what | heard during these hearings and in other residential
school litigation, | believe that such an apology would be ex-
tremely positive and would assist the objective of all parties
in achieving the goal of a national reconciliation.

[37]1 Iwould also respectfully suggest that Canada give con-
sideration to offering an appropriate statement at the open-
ing of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. While this is
ultimately for Canada and the Commission to decide, | would
suggest that such a statement delivered in the early stages
of the Commission’s hearings would do much to emphasize
both Canada’s recognition of the extent of the failure of past
policy as well as Canada’s desire to achieve a national recon-
ciliation with the Aboriginal people of Canada. It would also
serve to underscore and emphasize the importance of the
work to be carried out by this Commission.

CONCLUSION

[38] | conclude by confirming that | find this action should
be certified and that the proposed settlement is fair, reason-
able and in the best interests of the class members. | propose
an early hearing with counsel so that the administrative defi-
ciencies in the agreement can be rectified and the appropri-
ate orders finalized and entered.

D.Brenner, CJSC

The Honourable Chief Justice Brenner
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May 8, 2006

Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement

WHEREAS:

A. Canada and certain religious organizations operated Indian Residential Schools for the education of
aboriginal children and certain harms and abuses were committed against those children;

B. The Parties desire a fair, comprehensive and lasting resolution of the legacy of Indian Residential Schools;
C. The Parties further desire the promotion of healing, education, truth and reconciliation and com-
memoration;

D. The Parties entered into an Agreement in Principle on November 20, 2005 for the resolution of the
legacy of Indian Residential Schools:

(i) to settle the Class Actions and the Cloud Class Action, in accordance with and as provided in this
Agreement;

(ii) to provide for payment by Canada of the Designated Amount to the Trustee for the Common Experi-
ence Payment;

(iii) to provide for the Independent Assessment Process;

(iv) to establish a Truth and Reconciliation Commission;

(v) to provide for an endowment to the Aboriginal Healing Foundation to fund healing programmes ad-
dressing the legacy of harms suffered at Indian Residential Schools including the intergenerational effects;
and

(vi) to provide funding for commemoration of the legacy of Indian Residential Schools;

E. The Parties, subject to the Approval Orders, have agreed to amend and merge all of the existing pro-
posed class action statements of claim to assert a common series of Class Actions for the purposes of
settlement;

E The Parties, subject to the Approval Orders and the expiration of the Opt Out Periods without the Opt
Out Threshold being met, have agreed to settle the Class Actions upon the terms contained in this Agree-
ment;

G. The Parties, subject to the Approval Orders, agree to settle all pending individual actions relating to
Indian Residential Schools upon the terms contained in this Agreement, save and except those actions
brought by individuals who opt out of the Class Actions in the manner set out in this Agreement, or who
will be deemed to have opted out pursuant to Article 1008 of The Code of Civil Procedure of Quebec;

H. This Agreement is not to be construed as an admission of liability by any of the defendants named in
the Class Actions or the Cloud Class Action.

THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual agreements, covenants and undertakings set out herein, the
Parties agree that all actions, causes of actions, liabilities, claims and demands whatsoever of every nature
or kind for damages, contribution, indemnity, costs, expenses and interest which any Class Member or
Cloud Class Member ever had, now has or may hereafter have arising in relation to an Indian Residential
School or the operation of Indian Residential Schools, whether such claims were made or could have been
made in any proceeding including the Class Actions, will be finally settled based on the terms and condi-
tions set out in this Agreement upon the Implementation Date, and the Releasees will have no further
liability except as set out in this Agreement.
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4 FIRST MINISTERS AND NATIONAL ABORIGINAL LEADERS
STRENGTHENING RELATIONSHIPS AND CLOSING THE

GAP

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

NOVEMBER 24-25, 2005

INTRODUCTION

First Ministers and National Aboriginal Leaders agree to
take immediate action to improve the quality of life for
the Aboriginal peoples of Canada in four important areas
- health, education, housing and relationships. They also
agree that enhancing economic opportunities is a key pri-
ority area for multilateral action. To ensure that tangible
progress is made, First Ministers and National Aboriginal
Leaders have set goals and agreed on the need for indica-
tors to measure progress.

Aboriginal and treaty rights, including rights under mod-
ern land claim agreements, play an important role in im-
proving the quality of life of the Aboriginal peoples of
Canada.

The Aboriginal peoples of Canada includes the Indian,
Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada. This is inclusive of all
Aboriginal peoples, who may reside on reserves or settle-
ments, in rural or urban areas, or northern and Arctic re-
gions.

Indians (First Nations), Inuit and Métis have unique his-
tories, cultures, traditions and relationships with federal-
provincial-territorial governments. Their social and cul-
tural distinctions are a defining feature of Canada and
form an important context for cooperative efforts to im-
prove their well-being. In addition, this document con-
tains commitments that address the interests of Aborigi-
nal peoples living in urban and rural areas.

This meeting fulfills a commitment made at the Septem-
ber 2004 Special Meeting of First Ministers and Aborigi-
nal Leaders to convene a meeting dedicated to Aboriginal
issues, including the key determinants of health.

PRINCIPLES

The following principles will guide how the parties will
work together:

« Recognizing and respecting the diverse and unique his-
tory, traditions, cultures and rights of the Aboriginal peo-
ples of Canada which include the Indian, Inuit and Métis
peoples of Canada - by adopting a distinctions-based ap-
proach;

o Addressing the differing circumstances of Aboriginal
peoples in all regions and communities regardless of place
of residence (on reserves or settlements, in rural or urban
areas, or northern and Arctic regions) or legal status un-
der the Indian Act;

» Working collaboratively with First Nations, Inuit and
Métis women to address their needs through their partici-
pation in the development of culturally relevant policies
and programs that affect Aboriginal peoples;

» Working collaboratively with First Nations, Inuit and
Métis in an inclusive manner on policy and program de-
velopment to ensure that their interests are appropriately
reflected in programs and services that affect all Aborigi-
nal peoples, as well as, where appropriate, engaging Ab-
original service delivery organizations;

o Respecting existing bilateral, tripartite and multilateral
agreements and processes;

« Respecting regional differences; and,

« Being accountable and reporting regularly to their re-
spective constituencies on achieving progress through
agreed-upon culturally relevant indicators and targets, at
regional and national levels, as appropriate.

Source: https://scics.ca/en/conference/meeting-of-first-ministers-and-national-aboriginal-leaders-2/
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5 DOCUMENT : 800-044/ 012

MEETING OF FIRST MINISTERS AND NATIONAL ABORIGINAL LEADERS

VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT (Unrevised) Public Session November 24, 2005

KELOWNA, British Columbia

CHIEF PHIL FONTAINE (AEN): I want to extend greet-
ings to all the first ministers, our brothers and sisters from
the Métis and the Inuit and to the Okanagan Nation who
are our host for this meeting. I also want to express my
deepest thanks and appreciation to all of those kind peo-
ple that blessed the success of this gathering. [...]

I want to begin by speaking to a very recent development,
the agreement in principle we achieved yesterday with the
federal government on a fair and just settlement package
for residential school survivors. It is of crucial importance
that we resolve this issue from our shared past if we are
going to truly engage in a discussion of our shared future.

Simply put, yesterday was a great day. I hope today will be
another great day and the beginning of a new era in the
relationship between First Nations and first ministers. [...]

My message today is straightforward. Poverty among First
Nations can be eliminated. This goal is achievable within
the near, not the distant, future and our achievement will
benefit Canada as a whole.

Every First Nation citizen and every human being is en-
titled to have their basic needs met and governments have
the responsibility to establish the conditions to make this
possible. This principle lies at the heart of the constitu-
tionally protected treaty agreements between the First Na-
tions and other people. This principle must lie at the heart
of the relationship between our people and other govern-
ments in Canada now and in future.

The denial of the existence of First Nations people and
their rights has led to the deplorable social and economic
conditions and crushing poverty in our communities.
We need a new government-to-government relationship
based on recognition, respect and accommodation of Ab-
original title, inherent rights and treaty rights. Through
this new relationship, we can commit to the reconciliation
of Aboriginal and Crown titles and jurisdictions.

I know that there are pessimists and cynics who think
I am too optimistic. We are well aware of the many de-
cades of failed efforts to tackle the oppressive conditions
in many First Nations communities. It is my hope that we
have finally learned a fundamental lesson.

Social theorists have confirmed that poverty is a structur-
al outcome, not an accident or the result of some flaw in

First Nations character. Quick fixes or, worse yet, blaming
the victims of poverty will not work. Poverty can only be
undone by dismantling the structure that created it in the
first place, structures like the Indian Act. It will be neces-
sary to replace this with a commitment to new structures
that recognize and implement First Nations governments
and their jurisdictions. [...]

First Nations governments and people require our federal
and provincial partners to step up and make a first real
installment and a real investment in this project.

Let me be very clear, this is not a handout or a guilt tax.
This is about Canada resolving its unfinished business. It
is a dividend to the First Nations who have contributed
and continue to contribute so much to the prosperity of
this country by investing in our lands and resources. With
this dividend, First Nations governments will reinvest in
their communities and their people.

In all the areas we will be discussing at this meeting, the
First Nations seek three basic elements: recognition, in-
vestment and development. We must cast aside all ap-
proaches and outdated thinking. We must challenge our-
selves to be creative and to do nothing less than imagine
the new federation and the new Canada.

I have no doubt that when we conclude this meeting there
will be those outside this room who will not be satisfied.
This refrain plays in the background of every bold leap
and brave step forward. I have my critics. I am sure you
have noticed. Mr. Prime Minister, I understand that even
you on occasion have your critics.

I just wanted to express my thanks to all who have made
it possible for us to be gathered here in this historic and
fundamentally important meeting. I believe we will satisfy
everyone eventually because we will have created better
homes, healthier communities, stronger citizens that live
and breathe the spirit and intent of their treaties, strong,
revitalized self-governing nations that care for their citi-
zens and a country that can serve as a model for the rest
of the world. The fact is that sometimes the hardest thing
to do is to say yes because fundamental change can create
fear and fear leads to paralysis. [...] It is my sincere hope
that we are all brave enough and bold enough to say yes,
yes to a new beginning and yes to a better future.
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6 Transformative Change Accord

-between-

Government of British Columbia

-and-

Government of Canada

-and-
The Leadership Council
Representing the First Nations of British Columbia

The Government of British Columbia, First Nations and
the Government of Canada agree that new approaches for
addressing the rights and title interests of First Nations are
required if First Nations are to be full partners in the suc-
cess and opportunity of the province.

At the First Ministers’ Meeting on Aboriginal issues on
November 24th/25th, 2005, First Ministers and Aborigi-
nal Leaders committed to strengthening relationships
on a government-to-government basis. and on focussing
efforts to close the gap in the areas of education, health,
housing and economic opportunities.

This accord respects the agreement reached on November
25th and sets out how the parties intend to implement it
in British Columbia.

Two important documents preceded the First Ministers’
Meeting:

o First Nations-Federal Crown Political Accord
on the Recognition and Implementation of First
Nations Governments signed in May 2005

o The New Relationship - A vision document set-
ting out an initial work plan to move toward
reconciliation of Aboriginal and Crown Titles
and Jurisdictions within British Columbia

The goals in each document continue to be pursued and
the understandings reached in both serve as the founda-
tion for this tripartite accord.

The purpose of this Accord is to bring together the Gov-
ernment of British Columbia, First Nations and the Gov-
ernment of Canada to achieve the goals of closing the so-
cial and economic gap between First Nations and other
British Columbians over the next 10 years, of reconciling
aboriginal rights and title with those of the Crown, and of

establishing a new relationship based upon mutual respect
and recognition.

The Accord acknowledges and respects established and
evolving jurisdictional and fiduciary relationships and re-
sponsibilities, and will be implemented in a manner that
seeks to remove impediments to progress by establishing
effective working relationships.

The actions and processes set out herein are guided by the
following principles.

 Recognition that aboriginal and treaty rights
exist in British Columbia.

« Belief that negotiations are the chosen means
for reconciling rights.

+ Requirement that consultation and accommo-
dation obligations are met and fulfilled.

« Ensure that First Nations engage in consul-
tation and accommodation, and provide
consent when required, freely and with full
information.

o Acknowledgement and celebration of the di-
verse histories and traditions of First Nations.

« Understanding that a new relationship must
be based on mutual respect and responsibility.

» Recognition that this agreement is intended
to support social and economic wellbeing of
First Nations.

« Recognition that accountability for results is
critical.

 Respect for existing bilateral and tripartite
agreements.

Signed November 25, 2005

Source:

http://fns.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/1970/01/TransformativeChange1105.pdf
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Today

What is the relationship between First Nations and other Canadians like today? Find contemporary
documents that illustrate recent expressions of opinion about First Nations issues, particularly the
legacy of Indian Residential Schools and the Reconciliation movement.

One document is provided as a starting point. (Excerpts from the current Indian Act)
It is up to you to collect other documents that comment on the diverse attitudes and perspectives

Canadians have about the relationship.

Much of your research will probably be on the internet. Look for websites that comment on issues
of the day. You may also find videos that express opinions.

Also include recent newspapers, magazines and books.

Concluding Activity

Essential question:
How has the relationship between First Nations and other Canadian changed
over the last 150 years?

1. After examining documents from different time periods in British Columbia’s history, what conclu-
sions can you make about changes to this relationship?

2. How have attitudes towards Indian Residential Schools changed over time?

Use evidence from the documents that you have studied to support your conclusions.
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TODAY

INDIAN ACT, 1985
CURRENT TO 2014-03-16
(Excerpts)

Indian Act
R.S.C,, 1985, c. I-5

An Act respecting Indians

APPLICATION OF ACT

4. (3) Sections 114 to 122 and, unless the Minister other-
wise orders, sections 42 to 52 do not apply to or in respect
of any Indian who does not ordinarily reside on a reserve
or on lands belonging to Her Majesty in right of Canada
or a province.

R.S., 1985, c. I-5, 5. 4; R.S., 1985, c. 32 (1st Supp.), s. 2.

SCHOOLS

115. The Minister may

(a) provide for and make regulations with respect to stan-
dards for buildings, equipment, teaching, education, in-
spection and discipline in connection with schools;

(b) provide for the transportation of children to and from
school;

(c) enter into agreements with religious organizations for
the support and maintenance of children who are being
educated in schools operated by those organizations; and
(d) apply the whole or any part of moneys that would oth-
erwise be payable to or on behalf of a child who is attend-
ing a residential school to the maintenance of that child at
that school.

R.S, c.I-6,s. 115.

116. (1) Subject to section 117, every Indian child who has
attained the age of seven years shall attend school.

(2) The Minister may
(a) require an Indian who has attained the age of six years
to attend school;
(b) require an Indian who becomes sixteen years of age
during the school term to continue to attend school until
the end of that term; and
(c) require an Indian who becomes sixteen years of age to
attend school for such further period as the Minister con-
siders advisable, but no Indian shall be required to attend
school after he becomes eighteen years of age.

118. Every Indian child who is required to attend school
shall attend such school as the Minister may designate, but
no child whose parent is a Protestant shall be assigned to a
school conducted under Roman Catholic auspices and no
child whose parent is a Roman Catholic shall be assigned
to a school conducted under Protestant auspices, except
by written direction of the parent.

119. (1) The Minister may appoint persons, to be called
truant officers, to enforce the attendance of Indian chil-
dren at school, and for that purpose a truant officer has
the powers of a peace officer.

(2) Without restricting the generality of subsection (1),
a truant officer may, subject to subsection (2.1),

(a) enter any place where he believes, on reasonable
grounds, that there are Indian children who are between
the ages of seven and sixteen years, or who are required by
the Minister to attend school;

(b) investigate any case of truancy; and

(c) serve written notice on the parent, guardian or other
person having the care or legal custody of a child to cause
the child to attend school regularly thereafter.

(3) Where a notice has been served in accordance with
paragraph (2)(c) with respect to a child who is required
by this Act to attend school and the child does not within
three days after the service of notice attend school and
continue to attend school regularly thereafter, the person
on whom the notice was served is guilty of an offence and
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten
days or to both.

(5) A child who is habitually late for school shall be
deemed to be absent from school.

(6) A truant officer may take into custody a child whom he
believes on reasonable grounds to be absent from school
contrary to this Act and may convey the child to school,
using as much force as the circumstances require.
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